UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF
VIRGINIA, ROANOKE DIVISION

Jonathan Stiltner v. Heather Greear, et al.

Stiltner - No. 7:25CV00686 - Decided November 21, 2025

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Western District of Virginia dismissed Jonathan Stiltner’s 42

U.S.C. § 1983 action without prejudice for failure to prosecute. The court found that Stiltner failed to

comply with an order requiring him to provide a current mailing address after court mail was returned

as undeliverable.
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The plaintiff filed a pro se civil-rights action under 42 U.S.C. § 1983.
After the plaintiff failed to comply with an order requiring him to
maintain a current mailing address, the district court dismissed the

action without prejudice for failure to prosecute.

Unpublished district-court opinion; precedential status is not stated.
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1. Whether the district court may dismiss a pro se civil-rights action without prejudice for failure to comply
with an order requiring the plaintiff to maintain a current mailing address and thereby failure to
prosecute.

HOLDINGS

1. A district court may dismiss a pro se action without prejudice for failure to prosecute when the plaintiff
fails to comply with a court order requiring him to provide a current mailing address, particularly after
mail is returned as undeliverable.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Therefore, I will dismiss the action without prejudice for failure to prosecute.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Jonathan Stiltner brought a civil-rights action alleging that the defendants had failed to provide adequate medical
treatment. The court's mailing of an order to Stiltner was returned as undeliverable, and the court determined that
he had failed to provide a current mailing address as required by an earlier order.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The court conditionally filed the complaint on September 30, 2025, and ordered Stiltner to notify the court
immediately of any transfer or release and provide a new address. The court warned that failure to comply would
result in dismissal without prejudice. A subsequent mailing was returned as undeliverable, and the court

dismissed the action sua sponte for failure to prosecute.
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