UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF
LOUISIANA, MONROE DIVISION

Tayem Tieh Isabel v. Judge S. Maurice Hicks, Jr., Warden Richwood

Correctional Center, Magistrate Judge Perez-Montes

Isabel - No. 3:26-CV-00569 - Decided April 2, 2026

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Western District of Louisiana issues a memorandum order

concerning Tayem Tieh Isabel’s petition for a writ of habeas corpus under 28 U.S.C. § 2241

challenging her immigration detention. The court directs service of the petition and order on the

specified government respondents and requires a response with summary-judgment evidence within

21 days of service, followed by a 14-day period for petitioner’s contradictory evidence.
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Petitioner filed a pro se petition for a writ of habeas corpus under 28

U.S.C. § 2241 seeking release from immigration detention. The court
ordered the respondents to respond and directed the parties to submit
summary-judgment evidence concerning the lawfulness of the

detention.

The court will determine after the record is complete whether genuine
issues of material fact preclude summary judgment and require an

evidentiary hearing.

Likely nonprecedential memorandum order; the opinion orders

briefing and does not resolve the merits of the detention challenge.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the court should require the respondents to respond to Isabel's § 2241 petition challenging the

lawfulness of her immigration detention.

2. What briefing and evidentiary schedule should govern the parties' submissions concerning the

lawfulness of the detention.

HOLDINGS

1. The court may, in its discretion, order the respondents to file an answer, motion, or other response to a

habeas petition and, in this case, ordered the respondents to respond to Isabel's petition.

2. The court ordered respondents to file a response within 21 days after service, with summary-judgment
evidence regarding the lawfulness of the detention, and allowed Isabel 14 days after the response to

submit contradictory summary-judgment evidence.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“After the record is complete and delays have run, the Court will determine if genuine issues of material fact

exist, which preclude summary judgment and necessitate an evidentiary hearing.”

“If no hearing is necessary, a Report and Recommendation will be issued without further notice.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Tayem Tieh Isabel is an immigration detainee held at Richwood Correctional Center in Monroe, Louisiana. She
had been detained since January 1, 2025, was ordered removed on October 8, 2025, and appealed the removal
order on October 29, 2025. No briefing schedule had been set for the removal appeal when she filed the § 2241
petition seeking release from detention.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Isabel had been detained since January 1, 2025, was ordered removed on October 8, 2025, and appealed the
removal order on October 29, 2025. She then filed this § 2241 petition seeking release from detention. The court
did not decide the lawfulness of the detention; instead, it directed service and set deadlines for the respondents'

response and petitioner's reply.
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