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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Southern District of New York granted Jimmy Miguel
Santos’s application to withdraw as counsel after his suspension from practicing law and stayed the
action for thirty days to allow the plaintiffs to obtain substitute counsel. The court directed Organic
Outpost, Inc. to appear through licensed counsel and directed Joseph Giangrande either to retain
counsel or notify the court of his intent to proceed pro se by December 31, 2025, warning that
noncompliance could result in dismissal.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE After Defendants removed the action from New York state court, they
indicated an intention to move to dismiss. The Court granted Plaintiffs
additional time to obtain new counsel and file an amended complaint,
but Plaintiffs failed to do so. The Court sua sponte ordered Plaintiffs to
obtain counsel and amend their pleading, then issued this order
granting outgoing counsel's withdrawal, staying the action for thirty
days, and setting deadlines to cure representation and filing defects.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Plaintiffs' counsel's application to withdraw should be granted after counsel's suspension and
failure formally to withdraw.

2. Whether the action should be stayed to permit Plaintiffs to obtain substitute counsel and comply with the
Court's orders.

3. Whether Organic Outpost, Inc., a corporation, must appear through licensed counsel and may be
dismissed if it fails to cure its lack of representation.

4. Whether Joseph Giangrande must retain counsel or notify the Court of his intent to proceed pro se and
provide a current mailing address, subject to possible dismissal under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure
41(b).

HOLDINGS

1. The Court construed Santos's letter as an application to withdraw and granted the application, directing
the Clerk to terminate Santos as counsel of record.

2. Organic Outpost, Inc., as a corporation, must appear in federal court through a licensed attorney and may
not proceed pro se.

3. Giangrande was required by December 31, 2025, either to retain counsel and have counsel file a notice
of appearance or to notify the Court in writing that he intends to proceed pro se and provide his correct
current mailing address.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“corporation, which is an artificial entity, may only appear in federal court through a licensed attorney; a
corporation may not appear pro se.”

“This action is hereby stayed for a period of thirty days to enable Plaintiffs to obtain substitute counsel.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Plaintiffs filed suit against Dutchess County and other defendants in New York state court, after which
Defendants removed the action to federal court. Plaintiffs' attorney, Jimmy Miguel Santos, informed the Court
that he would be suspended from practicing law beginning August 15, 2025. Plaintiffs did not obtain substitute
counsel or file the required amended complaint despite multiple extensions, orders, mailed notice, and a warning
that noncompliance could result in dismissal.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY



Plaintiffs commenced the underlying action in the Supreme Court of the State of New York, Dutchess County,
on March 25, 2025. Defendants removed the action to the Southern District of New York on June 17, 2025. After
Plaintiffs' counsel disclosed his impending suspension, the Court granted extensions and directed Plaintiffs to
obtain new counsel and file an amended complaint. Plaintiffs failed to comply, and after mailed notice and no
further docket activity, the Court granted counsel's withdrawal, stayed the case for thirty days, and imposed
deadlines for representation and compliance, warning that dismissal could follow.
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