TEXAS COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE FIRST DISTRICT

In re S.H.

No. 01-25-00782-CV - No. 01-25-00782-CV - Decided December 31, 2025

SUMMARY

The First Court of Appeals of Texas denied S.H.’s petition for writ of mandamus challenging the trial

court’s removal of the Harris County Public Defender’s Office as her counsel in a parental-rights

termination proceeding. The court concluded that S.H. failed to establish entitlement to mandamus

relief, lifted the stay of the underlying proceedings, and dismissed pending motions as moot.
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1. Whether S.H. established entitlement to mandamus relief from the trial court's order removing the Harris

County Public Defender's Office as her counsel and appointing other counsel.

2. Whether the stay of the underlying termination proceedings should remain in effect while the mandamus
petition was pending.

HOLDINGS

1. S.H. failed to establish that she was entitled to mandamus relief challenging the trial court's order

removing the Harris County Public Defender's Office as counsel and appointing counsel.

2. Because mandamus relief was denied, the stay of the underlying proceedings was lifted.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“We conclude that relator failed to establish she is entitled to mandamus relief, and the Court therefore lifts

the stay imposed by our September 25, 2025 order and denies relator’s petition for writ of mandamus.” (at 2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The Texas Department of Family and Protective Services initiated a suit affecting the parent-child relationship
seeking termination of S.H.'s parental rights to her two minor children. During the underlying proceedings, the
trial court removed the Harris County Public Defender's Office as S.H.'s counsel and appointed other counsel,

prompting S.H. to challenge the disqualification of Christine Umeh, an assistant public defender.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The trial court entered a July 31, 2025 order removing the Harris County Public Defender's Office as counsel for
relator and appointing counsel. S.H. petitioned for mandamus relief and sought temporary relief staying the
underlying proceedings. The Court of Appeals granted the stay, requested a response, received a response from

the attorney ad litem and a reply from relator, then denied mandamus relief and lifted the stay.
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