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SUMMARY

The Iowa Supreme Court reviewed an attorney disciplinary proceeding involving Patrick Alex
Henrichsen’s deposit of earned fees into his personal account rather than his law firm’s account, in
violation of Iowa Rule of Professional Conduct 32:8.4(c). Although the Grievance Commission
recommended a public reprimand, the court imposed an indefinite suspension with no possibility of
reinstatement for three months. The court considered the repeated misconduct, mitigating factors, and
comparable disciplinary sanctions.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Henrichsen violated Iowa Rule of Professional Conduct 32:8.4(c) by withholding firm
receivables and depositing them into his personal account.

2. What disciplinary sanction was appropriate given the repeated withholding of firm funds, the absence of
client harm, self-reporting, cooperation, personal issues, and lack of prior discipline.

3. Whether the Supreme Court of Iowa was bound by the Grievance Commission's recommended sanction.

HOLDINGS

1. A lawyer violates Iowa Rule of Professional Conduct 32:8.4(c) by withholding receivables belonging to
the lawyer's firm and depositing them into a personal bank account contrary to the firm's shareholder
agreement.

2. The court is not bound by the Grievance Commission's recommended sanction and may impose a lesser
or greater sanction after independently reviewing the record.

3. An indefinite suspension from the practice of law, with no possibility of reinstatement for three months,
was warranted.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Upon our de novo review, we suspend Henrichsen’s license to practice law indefinitely with no possibility of
reinstatement for a period of three months.” (525)

“Based on our examination of the record, we conclude Henrichsen withheld receivables from the partnership
and deposited them into his personal bank account in violation of the shareholder agreement. Thus, he
violated rule 32:8.4(c).” (528)

“In light of the seriousness of Henrichsen’s misconduct, we suspend Henrichsen’s license to practice law in
this state for a period of three months.” (530)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Henrichsen became a shareholder in a West Des Moines professional corporation in 2008. Under the
shareholders' agreement, all earned fees were to be deposited into the firm's general account and later distributed
under the firm's compensation formula. Between April 2008 and September 2010, Henrichsen deposited at least
$10,000 in firm receivables into his personal account. The conduct did not affect client trust accounts, cause
duplicate billing, or result in client losses; Henrichsen self-reported the conduct, settled the firm's financial
claims, and had no prior disciplinary history.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Iowa Supreme Court Attorney Disciplinary Board charged Henrichsen with violating Iowa Rule of
Professional Conduct 32:8.4(c) by depositing firm receivables into his personal account. The Grievance



Commission recommended a public reprimand. On mandatory review, the Supreme Court of Iowa conducted a
de novo review, found an ethical violation, and imposed an indefinite suspension with no possibility of
reinstatement for three months.
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