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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Eastern District of Arkansas denies Larry Towner’s motion to
file under seal and directs the Clerk to unseal the case and filings. The Court also denies his
incomplete application to proceed in forma pauperis, giving him until February 20, 2026, to submit a
completed application or pay the required fees, or face dismissal without prejudice.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE At the outset of the federal action, the plaintiff moved to file under
seal and to proceed in forma pauperis.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Unpublished district court order; limited persuasive value

TOPICS

civil procedure pleadings

PRACTICE AREAS

Civil procedure Access to court records In forma pauperis proceedings

QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Towner established extraordinary circumstances sufficient to justify sealing the court's records.



2. Whether Towner's incomplete in forma pauperis application justified denial of his request to proceed
without prepaying fees.

HOLDINGS

1. The motion to file under seal was properly denied because Towner did not show extraordinary
circumstances warranting closure of the court's records.

2. The motion to proceed in forma pauperis was denied because the application was incomplete.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Absent extraordinary circumstances, which Towner hasn’t shown, the Court’s records should be open to the
public.” (Order ¶ 1)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Towner sought to maintain the court's records under seal but did not demonstrate extraordinary circumstances
warranting closure. He also submitted an incomplete in forma pauperis application, responding mostly "N/A" or
leaving questions unanswered. The court gave him an opportunity to submit a completed application or pay the
filing and administrative fees.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Towner filed the action and submitted motions to proceed under seal and in forma pauperis. The district court
denied both motions, ordered the case unsealed, and directed Towner either to submit a completed in forma
pauperis application or pay the required fees by February 20, 2026, warning that failure to do so would result in
dismissal without prejudice.

DISPOSITION

other

CASES CITED

IDT Corp. v. eBay, 709 F.3d 1220, 1222-23 (8th Cir. 2013)

OPINION

Towner
PER CURIAM.
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS
NORTHERN DIVISION
LARRY TOWNER PLAINTIFF
No. 3:25-cv-249-DPM
BOLD TEAM LLC; ANNIE ISELIN,



In her private and corporate capacity; and TAMMIE HUTCHINSON, In her private and corporate
capacity DEFENDANTS
ORDER
1. Towner’s motion for leave to file under seal, Doc. 1, is
denied. Absent extraordinary circumstances, which Towner hasn’t shown, the Court’s records
should be open to the public. IDT Corp. v. eBay, 709 F.3d 1220, 1222-23 (8th Cir. 2013). The
Court directs the Clerk to unseal this case and everything that has been filed to this point.
2. Towner’s motion to proceed in forma pauperis, Doc. 2, is
denied. His application is incomplete. In the application, Towner mostly responds “N/A” or
doesn’t respond at all. Towner must submit a completed in forma pauperis application, or pay the
filing and administrative fees, by 20 February 2026. If he doesn’t, the Court will dismiss his
complaint without prejudice. LOCAL RULE 5.5(C)(2). The Court directs the Clerk to mail
Towner an in forma pauperis application along with a copy of this Order. So Ordered. D.P.
Marshall Jr. United States District Judge AO Jamvary AO2Lle J.
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