UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF
CALIFORNIA

Nozot v. Wal-Mart Associates, Inc.

Nozot - No. 24cv1171-DMS(LR) - Decided March 17, 2025

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Southern District of California granted the parties’ joint
motion to continue the deadline for requesting an informal discovery conference concerning
electronically stored information. The court found good cause under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure
16(b)(4) and continued the deadline from March 14, 2025, to April 21, 2025, leaving all other

scheduling-order deadlines unchanged.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE The parties filed a joint motion to continue the deadline for requesting

an informal discovery conference concerning electronically stored

information discovery under the scheduling order.

STANDARD OF REVIEW Modification of a scheduling order under Federal Rule of Civil
Procedure 16(b)(4) requires good cause and the judge's consent; the
good-cause inquiry primarily considers the diligence of the party

seeking modification.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether good cause existed under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 16(b)(4) to modify the scheduling
order and extend the deadline for requesting an informal discovery conference concerning electronically

stored information discovery.

HOLDINGS

1. Good cause existed to modify the scheduling order, so the court granted the joint motion and continued
the plaintiff's deadline to request an informal discovery conference concerning electronically stored
information discovery from March 14, 2025, to April 21, 2025.

KEY QUOTATIONS
“A scheduling order “may be modified only for good cause and with the judge’s consent.”” (1)
“This good cause standard “primarily considers the diligence of the party seeking the amendment. The

district court may modify the pretrial schedule if it cannot reasonably be met despite the diligence of the party
seeking the extension.”” (1)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The parties reported ongoing discovery efforts involving electronically stored information and stated that
document production could not be completed by the existing March 14, 2025 deadline. They agreed to extend
the deadline to request an informal discovery conference to allow the defendant time to complete document
collection and produce nonprivileged documents by April 21, 2025. The court found good cause based on the
joint motion and supporting declaration.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The parties sought to extend the March 14, 2025 deadline for requesting an informal discovery conference
because document production had not been completed. The court granted the joint motion and approved the
parties' stipulation, continuing the deadline to April 21, 2025 while leaving all other scheduling-order deadlines

unchanged.
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