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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Western District of Kentucky adopted a magistrate judge’s

findings and recommendation concerning damages in an ERISA-related action by electrical workers’

benefit and retirement funds against AP Electric, Inc. The court granted the amended motion for

default judgment and directed that a separate judgment be entered, awarding the amounts

recommended for the funds, attorney fees, and the filing fee.
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Plaintiffs moved for default judgment after Defendant failed to appear,
answer, or otherwise plead. The court granted the motion and referred
the matter to a magistrate judge to recommend the proper amount of
damages. The district court adopted the magistrate judge's unobjected-
to recommendation in full.

When no party objects to a magistrate judge's findings and
recommendation, the district court may adopt them without review;
the court nevertheless conducted its own review and found no error.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the plaintiffs were entitled to default judgment after AP Electric failed to appear, answer, or

otherwise plead.

2. Whether the district court should adopt the magistrate judge's findings, conclusions, and

recommendation regarding the amount of damages, attorney fees, and filing costs.

HOLDINGS

1. Plaintiffs' amended motion for default judgment was granted because AP Electric failed to appear,

answer, or otherwise plead in the action.

2. The court adopted in full the magistrate judge's findings of fact, conclusions of law, and
recommendation, awarding $36,077.02 to the 369 Benefit Fund, $37,882.85 to the 369 Retirement Fund,
$8,132.00 in attorney fees, and $405.00 for the filing fee.

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

AP Electric, Inc. failed to appear, answer, or otherwise plead in the action brought by the trustees of two
Electrical Workers Local 369 funds. The plaintiffs sought default judgment and updated the relief requested
through an amended motion. The magistrate judge recommended monetary awards for each fund, attorney fees,

and the filing fee.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Plaintiffs filed an initial motion for default judgment, which the court granted, and the matter was referred to
Magistrate Judge Regina S. Edwards for a recommendation regarding damages. Plaintiffs then filed an amended
motion seeking updated relief. The magistrate judge recommended awards totaling $36,077.02 for the Benefit
Fund, $37,882.85 for the Retirement Fund, $8,132.00 in attorney fees, and $405.00 for the filing fee. No
objections were filed, and the district court independently reviewed the record before adopting the
recommendation and directing entry of a separate judgment.
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