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SUMMARY

The Iowa Supreme Court affirmed the sentence imposed on Schuyler Cole Tripp following his guilty
plea to third-degree sexual abuse. The court held that his constitutional challenge to the lifetime parole
provision under Iowa Code section 903B.1 was not ripe because he was serving probation, not parole,
and the future conditions and duration of parole were uncertain.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether Tripp's constitutional challenge to the lifetime parole sentence imposed under Iowa Code
section 903B.1 was ripe for adjudication.

2. Whether the special sentence constituted cruel and unusual punishment under the Eighth Amendment to
the United States Constitution and article I, section 17 of the Iowa Constitution.

3. Whether trial counsel's failure to raise the constitutional challenge constituted ineffective assistance of
counsel.

HOLDINGS

1. Tripp's challenge to the lifetime parole sentence imposed under Iowa Code section 903B.1 was not ripe
for adjudication because the length and conditions of parole, as well as any consequences of violating
those conditions, had not yet been determined.

2. The court did not reach the merits of whether Iowa Code section 903B.1, as applied to third-degree
sexual abuse, constituted cruel and unusual punishment because the challenge was not ripe.

3. The court addressed the alleged sentencing error directly as an inherently illegal-sentence claim rather
than under the guise of ineffective assistance of counsel.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“We hold this challenge to the special sentence provisions under Iowa Code section 903B.1, as applied to
third-degree sexual assault under Iowa Code section 709.4(2)(c)(4), is not ripe for adjudication.” (2)

“A case is ripe for adjudication when it presents an actual, present controversy, as opposed to one that is
merely hypothetical or speculative.” (6)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Tripp was twenty years old when he performed a sex act with a fifteen-year-old victim; they were more than four
years apart in age and were not cohabiting as husband and wife. He pleaded guilty to third-degree sexual abuse
and received a suspended prison sentence, five years of supervised probation, a fine, sex-offender-registration
requirements, and a special lifetime sentence under Iowa Code section 903B.1. He had not served prison time
and was not yet on parole when he challenged the special sentence.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Tripp pleaded guilty in the Iowa District Court for Wapello County to third-degree sexual abuse. The district
court imposed an indeterminate prison term not exceeding ten years, suspended incarceration, ordered five years
of supervised probation, and imposed the special lifetime sentence under Iowa Code section 903B.1. Tripp
appealed without filing a motion in arrest of judgment, challenging the special sentence as cruel and unusual
punishment and alleging ineffective assistance of counsel.

DISPOSITION

affirmed
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