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SUMMARY

The Texas Court of Appeals for the First District affirmed Ivan Lopez-Lopez’s conviction for
continuous sexual abuse of a child and forty-year sentence. The court held that the complainant’s
testimony, viewed in the light most favorable to the verdict, was sufficient to support the conviction

and declined to revisit the jury’s credibility determinations.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE Appeal from a jury conviction for continuous sexual abuse of a child

and a forty-year sentence, challenging the sufficiency of the evidence.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the evidence was legally sufficient to support Lopez-Lopez's conviction for continuous sexual
abuse of a child when the appellant challenged the complainant's credibility and the differing levels of
detail in her disclosures.

HOLDINGS

1. The evidence was legally sufficient because the complainant testified that, while Lopez-L.opez was over
seventeen, he committed multiple acts of sexual abuse against her while she was under fourteen during a

period exceeding thirty days.
2. The complainant's testimony was not rendered legally insufficient by differing levels of disclosure or by
the quantity of abuse described; credibility and the weight of the testimony were matters for the jury.
KEY QUOTATIONS

“We may not reevaluate the weight and credibility of the evidence.” (at 2)
“The jury is the sole judge of witness credibility and the weight to be given testimony.” (at 2)

“We decline the appellant’s invitation to revisit the jury’s credibility determinations.” (at 4)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The complainant testified that Lopez-Lopez began sexually abusing her when she was eleven years old,
including an incident involving sexual intercourse. She further testified that, beginning when she was twelve, he
sexually abused her approximately twice a week for two or three years at the family's Fort Bend County trailer.
Although she initially disclosed the abuse without details, she later provided a more complete account to her

boyfriend and mother, who reported it to police.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

A jury convicted Lopez-Lopez of continuous sexual abuse of a child and assessed punishment at forty years'
confinement. He appealed to the First Court of Appeals, raising one point of error concerning the sufficiency of

the evidence. The court overruled the point and affirmed the trial court's judgment.

DISPOSITION

affirmed
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