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SUMMARY

This show cause order and reasons from the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana
grants Vance Scott Senior leave to proceed in forma pauperis and conducts the required screening
under 28 U.S.C. § 1915(e). The court analyzes the complaint’s claims based on federal and state
criminal statutes, civil RICO, 42 U.S.C. § 1983, and constitutional provisions, including issues
concerning improper defendants and the asserted seizure of property. The excerpt indicates that several
claims and defendants are legally frivolous or fail to state a claim.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Plaintiff filed a pro se civil-rights complaint and an application to
proceed in forma pauperis. The court granted in forma pauperis status,
withheld issuance of summons pending statutory screening, and
ordered plaintiff to show cause why the complaint should not be
dismissed under 28 U.S.C. § 1915(e)(2).

STANDARD OF REVIEW Under 28 U.S.C. § 1915(e)(2), the court must screen an in forma
pauperis complaint and dismiss it if it is frivolous or malicious, fails to
state a claim on which relief may be granted, or seeks monetary relief
from an immune defendant. A claim is frivolous when it lacks an
arguable basis in law or fact. In evaluating failure to state a claim, the
court assumes factual allegations are true but requires allegations that
rise above a speculative level.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE nonprecedential district court order
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civil procedure civil rights constitutional law remedies probate

QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether plaintiff demonstrated financial eligibility to proceed in forma pauperis.

2. Whether the complaint was subject to summary dismissal under 28 U.S.C. § 1915(e)(2) because it relied
on criminal statutes that do not create private causes of action.

3. Whether the civil RICO claims were legally or factually frivolous or failed to state a claim.

4. Whether the St. Charles Parish Sheriff's Office, the Estate of Pierre Scott, the parish planning and zoning
department, and officials sued in their official capacities were proper defendants.

5. Whether the complaint plausibly stated claims under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 based on the Louisiana
Constitution, the Fifth Amendment Due Process Clause, the Fourteenth Amendment Equal Protection
Clause, the Fourth Amendment, or Fourteenth Amendment procedural due process.

HOLDINGS

1. A plaintiff who demonstrates that payment of the filing fee would cause undue financial hardship may
proceed in forma pauperis, subject to the statutory screening requirements of § 1915(e)(2).

2. The court must screen an in forma pauperis complaint under 28 U.S.C. § 1915(e)(2) and may dismiss
claims that are frivolous, malicious, fail to state a claim, or seek relief from an immune defendant.

3. Private plaintiffs may not bring civil claims solely under federal or Louisiana criminal statutes that do
not expressly create a private cause of action.

4. A civil RICO claim requires a person, a pattern of racketeering activity, and a connection to an
enterprise; conclusory allegations that lump defendants together do not satisfy that requirement.

5. A § 1983 claim requires the deprivation of a federal constitutional or statutory right under color of state
law by a state actor; violations of state law or the Louisiana Constitution cannot be bootstrapped into §
1983 liability.

6. A procedural due process claim concerning vehicle towing is not complete until the plaintiff alleges both
a deprivation of a protected property interest and inadequate state process; where state law requires a
request for an administrative hearing, failure to allege that the plaintiff requested a hearing defeats the
claim as pleaded.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“A claim is “frivolous where it lacks an arguable basis either in law or in fact.”” (Section II)

“Criminal charges, however, cannot be brought by private individuals” (Section III.A)



“Because § 1983 merely provides a remedy for designated rights, rather than creating any substantive rights,
“an underlying constitutional or statutory violation is a predicate to liability.”” (Section III.D)

“The “fundamental requirement of due process is the opportunity to be heard at a meaningful time and in a
meaningful manner.”” (Section III.D.4)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Plaintiff alleged that defendants conspired against him in connection with a July 22, 2025 hearing and an
October 9, 2025 seizure of property by officers of the St. Charles Parish Sheriff's Office pursuant to a judgment
against the Estate of Pierre Scott. He asserted claims under federal criminal statutes, civil RICO, 42 U.S.C. §
1983, the Fourth, Fifth, and Fourteenth Amendments, and the Louisiana Constitution. He also alleged that a
towing company or parish personnel took his truck without providing the administrative hearing he believed was
required by Louisiana law.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The complaint asserted claims against numerous individuals and entities arising from a state-court hearing and
the seizure or towing of property. The matter was referred to the undersigned under 28 U.S.C. § 636(b) and
Local Rule 72.1(B)(1). The court found plaintiff financially unable to pay the filing fee, but concluded that the
complaint appeared subject to dismissal as frivolous or for failure to state a claim and issued a show cause order
rather than dismissing it immediately.
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