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In re Amendments to the Rules of Judicial Administration (Two-Year

Cycle)
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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Florida adopts most proposed amendments submitted in the 2005 regular-cycle

review of the Florida Rules of Judicial Administration, along with an amendment to Rule 2.071(c)

from the 2003 cycle. The opinion addresses amendments concerning trial court administration, public

access to judicial records, attorney practice restrictions, related family cases, rulemaking procedures,

communication equipment, and the cycle for proposing rule amendments. The court declines to adopt
the proposed amendments to Rule 2.170 and Rule 2.071(d).
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the Supreme Court of Florida should adopt the 2005 proposed amendments to the Florida Rules

of Judicial Administration.

2. Whether the Court should adopt the previously proposed amendment to rule 2.071(c) concerning

participation in motion hearings through communication equipment.

3. Whether the Court should adopt the proposed amendments to rule 2.071(d) concerning testimony

through communication equipment.

4. Whether the Court should adopt the proposed amendments to rule 2.170 concerning photographing

jurors, privacy and confidential matters, and use of court security cameras.

HOLDINGS

1. The Court adopted all of the 2005 proposed amendments to the Florida Rules of Judicial Administration

except the proposed amendments to rule 2.170.

2. The Court adopted the proposed amendment to rule 2.071(c), changing the exception from delinquency
proceedings to juvenile proceedings for purposes of the requirement that a timely request to participate

in a short motion hearing through communication equipment generally be granted absent good cause.

3. The Court declined to adopt the proposed amendment to rule 2.071(d) that would have allowed courts to

use communication equipment to take testimony over a party's objection.

4. The Court declined to adopt the proposed amendments to rule 2.170 concerning photographing jurors'

faces, judicial authority to protect privacy and confidential matters, and use of court security cameras.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“After reviewing the Rules Committee's 2005 proposed amendments, considering the comments filed
concerning those proposals, and hearing oral argument, we adopt all the 2005 proposals, except the proposed
amendments to rule 2.170.” (at 158)

“Accordingly, we amend the Florida Rules of Judicial Administration as reflected in the appendix to this
opinion.” (at 162)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The Rules Committee proposed amendments to Florida Rules of Judicial Administration 2.050, 2.051, 2.060,
2.085, 2.130, and 2.170. Various bar committees also submitted reports concerning a previously proposed
amendment to rule 2.071 regarding communication equipment and testimony. After receiving comments from
media organizations, bar committees, and other interested parties, the Supreme Court reviewed the proposals and

determined which amendments to adopt.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY



The Florida Bar's Rules of Judicial Administration Committee submitted proposed amendments after publication
and comment. The Board of Governors of The Florida Bar unanimously approved the proposals. The Supreme
Court independently published the proposals for comment, considered comments and oral argument, and

adopted most of the proposed amendments.
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