UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE FIFTH CIRCUIT

Julio Brunet v. United States

No. 19-60110, United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit (December 30, 2019)

SUMMARY

Federal prisoner sought writ of mandamus for release and damages; district court's denial affirmed.

Mandamus is an extraordinary remedy requiring no other adequate remedy and a clear and

indisputable right. Brunet failed to pursue direct appeal or postconviction relief, so he did not meet the

standard. No abuse of discretion in denying the petition.
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1. Whether the district court abused its discretion in denying Brunet's petition for a writ of mandamus.

HOLDINGS



1. The district court did not abuse its discretion because Brunet failed to pursue other available remedies

and did not show a clear and indisputable right to relief.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Mandamus is an extraordinary remedy that should be granted only in the clearest and most compelling

cases.” (Page 2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Julio Armando Brunet, a federal prisoner, sought a writ of mandamus to compel his release from incarceration
and to obtain monetary damages from the United States. He had failed to pursue an appeal of his conviction and

sentence and still had the option of seeking postconviction relief.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Brunet, a federal prisoner, filed a petition for writ of mandamus in the district court seeking release from

incarceration and monetary damages. The district court denied the petition. Brunet appealed.
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