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SUMMARY

The Mississippi Court of Appeals held that an officer lacked reasonable suspicion to initiate a traffic
stop based solely on the presence of a properly displayed temporary tag. The court ruled that evidence
obtained during the stop, including a firearm and related statements, should have been suppressed
under the Fourth Amendment and the Mississippi Constitution. The court reversed Wilson’s conviction
for possession of a firearm by a felon and rendered a judgment of acquittal.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE Wilson appealed his felony conviction for possession of a firearm by a
felon after the DeSoto County Circuit Court denied his motion to
suppress evidence obtained during a traffic stop, denied directed-
verdict motions, and entered judgment after a jury trial.
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while underlying historical facts were reviewed under the substantial-
evidence and clearly erroneous standards.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether an officer may initiate a traffic stop solely because a vehicle displays a properly displayed
temporary tag when the officer has observed no traffic violation or other suspicious conduct.

2. Whether evidence obtained during that stop, including derivative testimonial and tangible evidence,
must be suppressed under the Fourth Amendment to the United States Constitution and article 3, section
23 of the Mississippi Constitution.

HOLDINGS

1. A vehicle displaying a temporary tag is not subject to a traffic stop solely on that basis. A stop requires
evidence that the tag is not properly displayed or other articulable facts giving rise to a particularized
and reasonable suspicion that the tag is invalid or that the vehicle or an occupant violated another law.

2. Because the traffic stop was unlawful, all evidence obtained as a result of the stop, including derivative
tangible and testimonial evidence, was subject to suppression. With no remaining evidence to support
the conviction, the conviction and sentence had to be reversed and rendered.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“a vehicle displaying a temporary tag is not subject to a traffic stop unless the tag is not properly displayed,
see Stanley Wilson, 358 So. 3d at 1074-75 (¶¶22-25); Gonzales, 963 So. 2d at 1143-44 (¶¶23-25), or some
other articulable facts give rise to a particularized and reasonable suspicion that the temporary tag is invalid
or that the vehicle or an occupant have violated some other law.” (¶18)

“An officer may not stop a car “just because it has temporary tags.”” (¶18)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Officer Dan Russell followed a Ford Explorer on Interstate 55 for more than a minute and observed that it
displayed a temporary tag. The driver was not speeding, committing traffic violations, or engaging in suspicious
behavior, and Russell could see and read the tag, which was not obscured or difficult to read. Russell
nevertheless stopped the vehicle solely because it had a temporary tag; subsequent searches uncovered marijuana
and a handgun, and Wilson was convicted based on the resulting evidence.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

A Hernando police officer stopped a vehicle solely because it displayed a temporary tag. After searches of the
vehicle revealed marijuana and a handgun, Wilson was charged with possession of a firearm by a felon. The
circuit court denied suppression and directed-verdict motions, the jury convicted Wilson, and the court sentenced
him to ten years in custody without parole eligibility. The circuit court denied Wilson's posttrial motion, and
Wilson appealed.



DISPOSITION

reversed_and_remanded

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

No remand was ordered in substance. The court reversed and rendered Wilson's conviction and sentence,
directing entry of a judgment of acquittal.
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