UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF
OHIO, WESTERN DIVISION

State ex rel. Darllel Orr v. Eighth District Court of Appeals

Orr - No. 1:25-cv-803 - Decided November 24, 2025

SUMMARY

The court denies Plaintiff’s motion to transfer the federal action to the Ohio Supreme Court,

explaining that federal courts cannot transfer cases to state courts. The magistrate judge recommends

dismissal without prejudice because the action was filed in the wrong court system, allowing Plaintiff

to refile in the appropriate state court.
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Plaintiff moved to correct the record and requested transfer of the
federal action to the Ohio Supreme Court. The magistrate judge denied
the motion and issued a Report and Recommendation that the action

be dismissed without prejudice.

Upon proper objections to the Report and Recommendation, the
district judge must make a de novo determination of the portions to
which objections are made under 28 U.S.C. § 636(b)(1).

Nonprecedential and not final as to the recommended dismissal absent

district-judge adoption.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED
1. Whether a federal court may transfer an action to a state court.

2. Whether the action should be dismissed without prejudice because it was filed in the wrong court
system.

HOLDINGS

1. A federal court cannot transfer a case to a state court; the plaintiff's motion to correct the record and

transfer the action to the Ohio Supreme Court was denied.

2. Dismissal without prejudice was recommended so that Plaintiff could refile the action in the appropriate

state court.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Federal courts cannot transfer cases to state courts.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Plaintiff was incarcerated and intended to bring the action in the Ohio Supreme Court. He mistakenly filed the
action in the United States District Court because of issues with the filing system at the state facility. He

therefore requested transfer of the case to the Ohio Supreme Court.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Plaintiff, an incarcerated litigant, stated that he intended to file in the Ohio Supreme Court but mistakenly filed
in federal court because of problems with the filing system at his state facility. He moved to correct the record
and transfer the case to the Ohio Supreme Court. The magistrate judge denied transfer and recommended
dismissal without prejudice because the action was filed in the wrong court system; the recommendation

remained subject to objections and district-judge review.
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