UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF

ALABAMA

Lisa Keel v. Frank Bisignano, Commissioner of Social Security

Keel - No. 5:25-cv-480-EGL - Decided January 20, 2026

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Northern District of Alabama reviewed the denial of Lisa

Keel’s applications for disability insurance benefits and supplemental security income. The court held

that the Administrative Law Judge applied the proper standard for evaluating subjective symptoms and

that the residual functional capacity determination was supported by substantial evidence. The court

affirmed the Commissioner’s decision.
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United States District Court for the Northern District of Alabama
Edmund G. LaCour Jr.

United States District Court for the Northern District of Alabama
January 20, 2026

5:25-cv-480-EGL

affirmed

Judicial review under 42 U.S.C. §§ 405(g) and 1383(c)(3) of the
Commissioner of Social Security's final decision denying applications

for disability insurance benefits and supplemental security income.

The court reviews whether the Commissioner's decision is supported
by substantial evidence and rests on the correct legal standards. The
court may not reweigh the evidence or substitute its judgment for that

of the Commissioner.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether substantial evidence supported the ALJ's evaluation of Keel's subjective complaints of pain and

other disabling symptoms.

2. Whether substantial evidence supported the ALJ's residual functional capacity determination limiting
Keel to a modified range of light work.

HOLDINGS

1. The ALJ properly applied the Eleventh Circuit pain standard, considered Keel's subjective statements in
light of the objective medical evidence and the record as a whole, and articulated explicit and adequate
reasons for finding that her alleged disabling symptoms were not fully supported.

2. The ALJ's determination that Keel could perform a modified range of light work was supported by

substantial evidence and complied with the applicable legal standards.

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Keel alleged disability beginning April 15, 2021, based principally on Crohn's disease, irritable bowel disease,
COPD, chronic pancreatitis, and degenerative disc disease. The medical record repeatedly showed no active
Crohn's disease, generally normal gait, strength, sensation, and respiratory findings, although later records
documented left L5 nerve-root irritation and mild lumbar abnormalities. The ALJ found that Keel could perform
a modified range of light work and could perform several jobs existing in significant numbers in the national
economy.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Keel's applications were denied initially, on reconsideration, and after an administrative hearing. The Appeals
Council twice vacated and remanded prior ALJ decisions. After the ALJ again found Keel not disabled on
January 8, 2025, the Appeals Council denied review on February 25, 2025, making that decision final. Keel

timely sought judicial review, and the district court affirmed.
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