FLORIDA THIRD DISTRICT COURT OF APPEAL

American Eagle Towing, Inc. v. Inter Freight, Inc.

269 So. 3d 662 (Fla. 3d DCA 2026) - No. 3D25-1448 - Decided June 17, 2026

SUMMARY

The Florida Third District Court of Appeal affirmed a final summary judgment invalidating towing
and storage liens asserted by American Eagle Towing, Inc. and All in 1 Used Truck Parts & Tires
Repair, Inc. against Inter Freight, Inc.’s vehicle. The court held that the appellants failed to strictly
comply with the five-business-day notice requirement of section 713.78(4)(c), precluding storage

charges and perfection of the statutory lien.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Appellants' failure to comply with the mandatory five-business-day notice requirement in
section 713.78(4)(c) invalidated their claimed towing and storage lien and precluded recovery of storage

charges.

2. Whether the challenged judgment was a final, appealable judgment rather than a non-final order.

HOLDINGS

1. A towing-storage operator that fails to strictly comply with section 713.78(4)(c)'s mandatory five-
business-day notice requirement cannot impose storage charges against the vehicle owner or perfect a

statutory lien against the vehicle.

2. The challenged judgment was final and appealable because it adjudicated the entirety of Inter Freight's

claims and ended all judicial labor in the case.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The trial court’s judgment correctly states that, pursuant to section 713.78(9), Appellants’ failure to strictly
comply with section 713.78(4)(c)’s notice requirement precluded them from imposing any storage charges

against Inter Freight; and further, they could not perfect a statutory lien against the vehicle.” (at 2)

“the challenged judgment is final because it adjudicates the entirety of Inter Freight’s claims and ends all

judicial labor in the case.” (at 3 n.2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Appellants asserted an August 15, 2024 towing and storage lien under section 713.78 of the Florida Statutes on
Inter Freight's vehicle, claiming $1,800 in storage charges incurred beginning July 9, 2024. Inter Freight
challenged the lien, alleging that Appellants failed to strictly comply with the statutory notice requirements. The
summary judgment record established that Appellants failed to provide the required notice within five business
days after storage.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Inter Freight filed a five-count complaint seeking, among other relief, a declaration that Appellants' purported
lien was invalid, as well as injunction, replevin, and conversion relief. Following a June 12, 2025 hearing, the
Circuit Court for Miami-Dade County entered final summary judgment declaring the lien invalid and awarding

Inter Freight recovery of its vehicle. Appellants timely appealed.

DISPOSITION
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