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SUMMARY

The Oregon Supreme Court reviewed a challenge to the summary portion of the Attorney General’s
certified ballot title for Initiative Petition 127 (2002). The court rejected the petitioners’ arguments and
certified a ballot title concerning elimination of teacher seniority as a factor in local school district
staffing reductions.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether the summary portion of the Attorney General's certified ballot title for Initiative Petition 127
substantially complied with ORS 250.035(2)(d).

HOLDINGS

1. The summary portion of the Attorney General's certified ballot title substantially complied with ORS
250.035(2)(d), and petitioners' challenges were not well taken.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“We have considered each of petitioners' arguments and find none to be well taken.” (333 Or. 343)

“Ballot title certified. This decision shall become effective in accordance with ORAP 11.30(11).” (333 Or.
343)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Initiative Petition 127 (2002) proposed eliminating teacher seniority as a factor when a local school district
reduces its teaching staff. The Attorney General certified a ballot title explaining that the measure would require
teachers to be retained solely on merit and competence, bar the use of seniority, and require collective bargaining
agreements to comply. Kris Kain and Tricia Bosak challenged the summary portion of the certified ballot title.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Attorney General certified a ballot title for Initiative Petition 127, a proposed measure concerning the use of
teacher seniority in local school district staff reductions. Petitioners sought review of the summary portion of
that ballot title in the Oregon Supreme Court. The court rejected petitioners' arguments, certified the ballot title,
and ordered that the decision become effective under ORAP 11.30(11).
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