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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the District of New Jersey denied Caesar’s motion for summary
judgment in a negligence action arising from the plaintiff’s slip and fall in a casino restroom. The
court found genuine disputes concerning constructive notice of water on the floor and causation, while
dismissing the negligence count against fictitious defendants.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Defendant moved for summary judgment in a removed diversity
negligence action arising from plaintiff's slip-and-fall in defendant's
restroom.

STANDARD OF REVIEW Summary judgment is proper when the movant shows that there is no
genuine dispute as to any material fact and that it is entitled to
judgment as a matter of law. The court views evidence and draws
reasonable factual inferences in favor of the nonmovant, without
assessing credibility or weighing evidence.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE unpublished and not for publication
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Caesar's was entitled to summary judgment because Johnson could not establish constructive
notice of the dangerous condition.

2. Whether Caesar's was entitled to summary judgment because Johnson could not establish causation.

3. Whether the negligence claim against the fictitiously named defendants should be dismissed after
discovery closed without any additional defendants being named.

HOLDINGS

1. Summary judgment was not warranted because the record permitted a reasonable factfinder to infer that
Caesar's had constructive notice of water on the restroom floor.

2. Summary judgment was not warranted because genuine disputes of material fact existed regarding
whether water on the sink or floor caused Johnson's fall.

3. Count two, alleging negligence by fictitiously named defendants, was dismissed because discovery had
closed and Johnson had not named additional defendants.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Summary judgment is proper where the movant demonstrates that there is no genuine dispute as to any
material fact and that it is entitled to judgment as a matter of law.”

“Business owners owe to invitees a duty of reasonable or due care to provide a safe environment for doing
that which is within the scope of the invitation.”

“Viewing the evidence and drawing the factual inferences in the light most favorable to Johnson, the
nonmovant, the Court concludes that a triable fact issue exists as to whether Caesar’s was on constructive
notice of a water spill or puddle on the floor of the restroom Johnson used.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

On July 14, 2022, Melissa Johnson visited a restroom at Caesar's Atlantic City after coming from a nearby beach
area and slipped and fell while cleaning sand from her feet. The record contained evidence of water on the sink
and floor, a security officer's report calling for mopping and cleanup, and a permanent warning sign stating that
the floor was slippery when wet. Johnson attributed her fall to the water, while Caesar's argued that her own
conduct in washing or wiping her feet caused the fall.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Johnson filed a negligence action against Caesar's in New Jersey state court on September 14, 2023. Caesar's
removed the action to the District of New Jersey on December 19, 2023, invoking diversity jurisdiction. After
discovery and entry of a final pretrial order for summary-judgment purposes, Caesar's moved for summary
judgment. The court dismissed the negligence count against fictitious defendants but denied Caesar's motion for
summary judgment on the claim against Caesar's.
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