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SUMMARY

The Texas Court of Appeals, Third District, abated James Roy Thomas’s appeal from the denial of his
application for writ of habeas corpus and remanded the matter to the trial court. The trial court was
directed to enter a certification of Thomas’s right of appeal from the habeas order and provide a
supplemental clerk’s record by June 12, 2026.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the appeal should be abated and remanded because the trial court failed to certify Thomas's
right of appeal from the order denying his habeas application.

HOLDINGS



1. Because the record did not contain the required certification of Thomas's right of appeal from the order
denying habeas corpus relief, the appeal must be abated and remanded to the trial court for entry of that
certification.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Accordingly, we abate this appeal and remand the cause to the trial court for entry of a certification of
Thomas’s right of appeal from the order denying habeas corpus relief.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Thomas sought habeas corpus relief in the trial court and filed a notice of appeal after the trial court denied his
application. The clerk's record contained a certification addressing his deferred-adjudication order, which was a
plea-bargain case for which he had no right of appeal, but it lacked a certification addressing the May 1, 2026
habeas-denial order.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Thomas filed a pro se notice of appeal from the 426th District Court of Bell County's order denying his habeas
application. The appellate record included a certification concerning the underlying deferred-adjudication order
but did not include the required certification concerning the May 1, 2026 order denying habeas corpus relief. The
court abated the appeal and remanded the cause for the trial court to enter the required certification.

DISPOSITION

remanded

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

The trial court must enter a certification of Thomas's right of appeal from the order denying habeas corpus relief.
A supplemental clerk's record containing the certification must be filed with the appellate court no later than
June 12, 2026.
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