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SUMMARY

The Louisiana Court of Appeal, First Circuit, denied a stay and granted supervisory relief in
consolidated protection-order proceedings involving Kathy Sullivan and Donald Sullivan. The court
held that the March 26, 2026 and April 1, 2026 orders of protection were appealable and remanded
with instructions for the trial court to grant appeals to the defendants. The court also reversed any trial-
court stay of the protection orders and denied the relators’ stay requests.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the orders of protection entered on March 26, 2026, and April 1, 2026, were appealable.

2. Whether the trial court could stay provisions of the orders of protection during the pendency of an
appeal.

3. Whether the defendants' pleadings notifying the trial court of their intent to seek supervisory writs could
support an order granting appeals.

HOLDINGS

1. The orders of protection signed on March 26, 2026, and April 1, 2026, were appealable.

2. The matter was remanded for the trial court to grant appeals to Donald Sullivan and Kathy Sullivan
pursuant to the pleadings notifying the trial court of their intention to seek supervisory writs.

3. Any trial-court order staying provisions of the orders of protection was reversed, and the relators'
requests for stays filed in the court of appeal were denied.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The Orders of Protection Signed on March 26, 2026 and April 1, 2026, respectively, are appealable.” (at 1)

“Therefore, the writ is granted for the limited purpose of remanding this matter to the trial court with
instructions to grant appeals to defendants, Donald Sullivan and Kathy Sullivan, pursuant to the pleading that
notified the trial court of defendants’ intention to seek supervisory writs.” (at 1)

“LSA-R.S. 46:2136(F) (1) affords the trial court no such discretion to suspend the protective order during the
pendency of an appeal.” (at 1)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The trial court issued orders of protection against or involving Donald Sullivan and Kathy Sullivan on March 26,
2026, and April 1, 2026. The defendants sought appellate review and requested stays of the protective-order
provisions during review. The appellate court addressed the appealability of the orders and the propriety of any
stay.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Twenty-First Judicial District Court, Tangipahoa Parish, entered orders of protection on March 26, 2026,
and April 1, 2026, in two consolidated proceedings. Donald Sullivan and Kathy Sullivan sought supervisory
writs, asserting that the orders were appealable and requesting stays. The Louisiana Court of Appeal, First
Circuit, held that the orders were appealable, remanded with instructions to grant appeals based on the pleadings
notifying the trial court of that intent, and denied the stay requests.
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REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

Remand to the trial court for the limited purpose of granting appeals to Donald Sullivan and Kathy Sullivan
pursuant to the pleadings notifying the trial court of their intention to seek supervisory writs. Include a copy of
the appellate court's order in the appellate record. Reverse any trial-court stay of provisions of the orders of
protection. Deny the relators' stay requests filed in the court of appeal.
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