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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Northern District of Indiana reviewed Parris Jordan’s prisoner
complaint under 28 U.S.C. § 1915A. The court held that the allegations concerning sleeping on a mat
on the jail floor did not state an objectively unreasonable conditions-of-confinement claim and that the
complaint did not adequately allege personal involvement by the individual defendants or a municipal
policy, practice, or custom by Allen County. The court granted Jordan until February 17, 2026, to file
an amended complaint and cautioned that the action would otherwise be dismissed.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE Screening of a pro se pretrial detainee's prisoner civil-rights complaint
under 28 U.S.C. § 1915A.

STANDARD OF REVIEW Under 28 U.S.C. § 1915A, the court must review a prisoner complaint
and dismiss it if it is frivolous or malicious, fails to state a claim, or
seeks monetary relief from an immune defendant. Pro se pleadings are
liberally construed.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE unpublished, nonprecedential district court opinion
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Jordan's allegations that he was required to sleep on a mat on the jail floor stated a
constitutional conditions-of-confinement claim.

2. Whether Commander Ray could be held liable under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 based solely on his supervisory
or classification responsibilities.

3. Whether Chief Butler could be sued when he was not mentioned in the complaint and no personal
involvement was alleged.

4. Whether Allen County could be held liable absent allegations that a county policy, practice, or custom
caused the alleged constitutional violation.

5. Whether Jordan should be permitted to amend the complaint after the screening dismissal.

HOLDINGS

1. The complaint did not state a constitutional claim because Jordan's allegation that he slept on a mat on
the floor, rather than an elevated bed, did not plausibly allege an objectively serious or objectively
unreasonable deprivation.

2. The complaint did not plausibly allege that any defendant acted purposely, knowingly, or recklessly, or
that the response to the alleged sleeping condition was objectively unreasonable.

3. Commander Ray could not be held liable merely because he supervised the jail or controlled
classification; the complaint needed to allege his personal involvement in the decisions concerning
where Jordan slept.

4. Jordan could not proceed against Chief Butler because the complaint did not mention Butler in its
factual allegations or allege that he was personally involved in the challenged events.

5. The complaint did not state a claim against Allen County because it did not allege that a county policy,
practice, or custom caused a constitutional violation.

6. Jordan was granted leave to file an amended complaint by February 17, 2026, because amendment at
this early stage might not be futile.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“sleeping on a mat on the floor, while uncomfortable, does not deprive a person of the minimal civilized
measure of life’s necessities.”

“public employees are responsible for their own misdeeds but not for anyone else’s.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Jordan alleged that he was required to sleep on the concrete floor of the Allen County Jail from August 5 through
August 10, 2025, and again from August 27 through August 28, 2025, including near a toilet in at least one
location. He had a blanket and a mat, and alleged that a requested plastic sleeping shell was not provided for



three days. He sued Jail Commander Ray, Chief Butler, and Allen County based on the sleeping arrangements
and supervisory responsibility.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Parris Jordan, a prisoner proceeding without counsel, filed a complaint under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 concerning
sleeping conditions at the Allen County Jail and named Commander Ray, Chief Butler, and Allen County as
defendants. The court screened the complaint, concluded that it failed to state a claim, and granted Jordan until
February 17, 2026, to file an amended complaint, cautioning that the case would be dismissed if he did not
respond.
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