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SUMMARY

The Second Circuit affirmed the denial of Michael Maietta's federal habeas corpus petition
challenging the use of a post-plea arrest to impose the maximum sentence under an earlier plea
agreement. The court held that Maietta's guilty plea to the subsequent Westchester burglary charge
precluded him from contesting, for purposes of the earlier sentencing agreement, the identity of the

perpetrator and validity of the arrest.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Maietta's guilty plea and resulting conviction on the Westchester burglary charge precluded him
from challenging the validity of the arrest for the limited purpose of determining whether he breached

the Bronx plea agreement.

2. Whether the state sentencing court violated due process by failing to conduct a full evidentiary hearing

concerning the validity of the Westchester arrest.

HOLDINGS

1. In the circumstances presented, Maietta's guilty plea and resulting conviction on the Westchester charge
precluded his challenge to the validity of the arrest for the limited purpose of determining whether he
breached the plea agreement governing the Bronx charges.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Maietta's guilty plea to the Westchester charge precludes a challenge to the validity of his arrest on that
charge, at least for the limited purpose of determining his breach of the plea agreement governing the Bronx
charges.” (1 13)

“His reasons for tendering that plea do not diminish the preclusive effect of the resulting conviction.” (Y 15)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Maietta entered a Bronx County guilty plea that conditioned a four-to-eight-year sentencing range on, among
other things, his not being arrested while at liberty awaiting sentencing. A few weeks later, he was arrested for a
Westchester burglary based on evidence placing his Jeep at the scene and identifying him as its driver. At Bronx
sentencing, he attempted to contest the validity of the Westchester arrest and his identity as the perpetrator, but
the court imposed a ten-to-twenty-year sentence. Maietta later pleaded guilty to the Westchester burglary and

then challenged the use of that arrest in imposing the Bronx sentence.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Maietta pleaded guilty in Bronx County Supreme Court to burglary-related charges under an agreement
providing for a four-to-eight-year sentence if he was not arrested while awaiting sentencing. After he was
arrested in Westchester, the Bronx sentencing court imposed a ten-to-twenty-year sentence. The New York
Appellate Division and New York Court of Appeals affirmed or rejected his challenges, and the United States

District Court for the Southern District of New York denied habeas relief. The Second Circuit affirmed.

DISPOSITION

affirmed
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