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SUMMARY

The Tennessee Supreme Court overruled State v. Jacumin and adopted a totality-of-the-circumstances

analysis for determining probable cause under article I, section 7 of the Tennessee Constitution.

Applying that standard, the Court upheld the search warrant, reinstated the defendant’s conspiracy

convictions, and affirmed the forfeiture of cash seized during the search on separate grounds.
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The State appealed by permission from the Tennessee Court of
Criminal Appeals. The intermediate appellate court had invalidated the
search warrant, vacated the defendant's conspiracy convictions for

insufficient evidence, and affirmed the forfeiture of seized cash.

Suppression findings of fact are upheld unless the evidence
preponderates otherwise; credibility and evidentiary-weight
determinations are left to the trial court, while application of law to
facts is reviewed de novo. Probable-cause review is confined to the
search-warrant affidavit and asks whether the affidavit supplied a
substantial basis for concluding that a search would uncover evidence
of wrongdoing. Sufficiency of the evidence is reviewed under whether
any rational trier of fact could find the essential elements beyond a
reasonable doubt, viewing the evidence in the light most favorable to
the prosecution. Forfeiture factual findings are reviewed de novo with
a presumption of correctness under Tennessee Rule of Appellate

Procedure 13(d), and legal conclusions are reviewed de novo.
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1.

UESTIONS PRESENTED

Whether the search-warrant affidavit established probable cause under article I, section 7 of the
Tennessee Constitution.

. Whether Tennessee should continue to apply the Aguilar/Spinelli test, rather than the Gates totality-of-

the-circumstances test, to probable-cause determinations for search warrants.

. Whether allegedly inaccurate statements in the affidavit required exclusion of information or
invalidation of the warrant.

. Whether the trial evidence was sufficient to support convictions for conspiracy to possess more than 300

pounds of marijuana with intent to sell or deliver and conspiracy to commit money laundering.

. Whether the cash seized during execution of the search warrant was subject to judicial forfeiture and

whether the State's notice complied with the forfeiture statute.

HOLDINGS

1.

The court overruled State v. Jacumin insofar as it retained the rigid Aguilar/Spinelli test and adopted the
Ilinois v. Gates totality-of-the-circumstances analysis for determining whether a search-warrant

affidavit establishes probable cause under article I, section 7 of the Tennessee Constitution.

. The affidavit provided a substantial basis for finding probable cause to search the 4571 Dugger Road
property.

. The affidavit did not contain false statements that required invalidation of the warrant.

. The evidence was sufficient to support Tuttle's conviction for conspiracy to possess more than 300

pounds of marijuana with intent to sell.

. The evidence was sufficient to support Tuttle's conviction for conspiracy to commit money laundering.

. The cash seized from the 4571 Dugger Road property was subject to judicial forfeiture, and the notice of

seizure sent by certified mail satisfied statutory requirements.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“For the reasons explained herein, we overrule Jacumin and adopt the totality-of-the-circumstances analysis

for determining whether an affidavit establishes probable cause for issuance of a warrant under article I,



section 7 of the Tennessee Constitution.” (at 282)

“Having now reconsidered both tests, we conclude that the time has come to abandon the rigid
Aguilar/Spinelli test and adopt the Gates totality-of-the-circumstances analysis.” (at 311)

“When the totality of the circumstances detailed in the affidavit are viewed in a commonsense and practical
manner, we have no hesitation in concluding that the affidavit provided the magistrate with a substantial basis
for determining that a search of the 4571 Dugger Road property would uncover evidence of wrongdoing.” (at
317)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Law-enforcement officers investigated a marijuana-trafficking organization allegedly supplying Jerry Tuttle's
son, Christopher Tuttle, at or near property where Jerry Tuttle lived in Maury County. A search warrant executed
on April 24, 2012, yielded marijuana, cocaine, firearms, drug-processing equipment, and approximately
$1,098,050 in cash, including cash found in an ammunition can in a vehicle outside the residence. Trial evidence
included surveillance, intercepted communications, GPS information, testimony from a drug supplier identifying
a marijuana delivery to the property, and evidence linking Jerry Tuttle to marijuana, drug proceeds, and

equipment used to process and sell drugs.
PROCEDURAL HISTORY

A Maury County grand jury indicted Jerry Lewis Tuttle for multiple drug, conspiracy, money-laundering, and
firearm offenses. The trial court denied suppression and forfeiture challenges, and a jury convicted Tuttle on six
offenses; the trial court later ordered forfeiture of cash and other property. The Court of Criminal Appeals
reversed the suppression ruling and conspiracy convictions but affirmed the cash forfeiture. The Tennessee

Supreme Court granted the State's application for permission to appeal, reversed the intermediate appellate court
in part, and reinstated the trial court's judgment.

DISPOSITION

reversed_and_remanded

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

The Court of Criminal Appeals' decision invalidating the search warrant and reversing the conspiracy
convictions was reversed. The trial court's judgment denying suppression, approving the jury's verdict, and
ordering forfeiture of the cash was reinstated. The Court of Criminal Appeals' judgment was affirmed in part and

reversed in part.
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