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SUMMARY

The Georgia Supreme Court held that OCGA § 16-11-131(b) permits only one prosecution and
conviction for the simultaneous possession of multiple firearms by a convicted felon. The court
reversed the Court of Appeals, vacated Coates's four convictions and sentences, and remanded for
conviction and resentencing on one count.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether OCGA § 16-11-131 (b) permits multiple convictions and sentences when a convicted felon
simultaneously possesses multiple firearms.

2. What the unit of prosecution is under OCGA § 16-11-131 (b) for simultaneous possession of multiple
firearms.

HOLDINGS

1. OCGA § 16-11-131 (b) permits only one prosecution and conviction for a convicted felon's simultaneous
possession of multiple firearms.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Accordingly, we conclude that OCGA § 16-11-131 (b) is unambiguous and permits only one prosecution and
conviction for the simultaneous possession of multiple firearms.” (625)

“Reading the statute in a natural and ordinary way, it is clear that the gravamen of the offense is the general
receipt, possession, or transportation of firearms by convicted felons, rather than the specific quantity of
firearms received, possessed, or transported.” (625)

“Judgment reversed in part and vacated in part, and case remanded with direction.” (333)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

In May 2014, police executed a search warrant at two neighboring Coffee County addresses, one operated by
Coates as a make-shift store and the other serving as his residence. Police recovered four firearms from Coates's
residence and less than an ounce of marijuana from inside and outside the store. Coates was convicted of four
counts of possession of a firearm by a convicted felon and sentenced on each count.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

After police recovered four firearms from Coates's residence, Coates was convicted and sentenced on four
counts of possession of a firearm by a convicted felon. The Court of Appeals affirmed, holding that OCGA § 16-
11-131 (b) permitted separate convictions and sentences for each firearm. The Supreme Court of Georgia
granted certiorari, reversed the Court of Appeals, vacated the four convictions and sentences, and remanded for
conviction and resentencing on only one count.

DISPOSITION

reversed_and_remanded

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

The trial court must convict and resentence Coates on only one count of possession of a firearm by a convicted
felon.
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