SUPREME COURT OF NORTH DAKOTA

In the Interest of W.J.

2026 ND 43 - No. No. 20250458 - Decided February 19, 2026

SUMMARY

The North Dakota Supreme Court summarily affirmed a juvenile court order terminating K.D.’s

parental rights to W.J. The court held that the juvenile court’s finding that W.J. was a child in need of

protection was not clearly erroneous and that termination did not constitute an abuse of discretion,
while noting the applicability of the Indian Child Welfare Act.
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K.D. appealed a juvenile court order terminating his parental rights to
W.J.

Factual findings in a termination-of-parental-rights proceeding are
reviewed under the clearly erroneous standard. Whether termination
would promote the child's welfare is reviewed for abuse of discretion
when the required elements have been proven by clear and convincing

evidence.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED
1. Whether the juvenile court clearly erred in finding that W.J. was a child in need of protection.

2. Whether the juvenile court abused its discretion by terminating K.D.'s parental rights.

HOLDINGS
1. The juvenile court's finding that W.J. was a child in need of protection was not clearly erroneous.
2. The juvenile court did not abuse its discretion in terminating K.D.'s parental rights.

3. The judgment was summarily affirmed under N.D.R.App.P. 35.1(a)(2) and (4).

KEY QUOTATIONS
“We summarily affirm under N.D.R.App.P. 35.1(a)(2) and (4).” (1 1)
FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The juvenile court found that W.J. was a child in need of protection and terminated K.D.'s parental rights. K.D.
challenged the finding as clearly erroneous, and the North Dakota Supreme Court also considered the

termination under the applicable parental-rights and Indian Child Welfare Act framework.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Juvenile Court of Morton County terminated K.D.'s parental rights. K.D. appealed, challenging the juvenile
court's finding that W.J. was a child in need of protection. The North Dakota Supreme Court summarily affirmed

the order.
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