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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Northern District of Indiana dismissed claims concerning the
alleged destruction of a prisoner's tablet. The court dismissed the claims against Correctional Officer
Berry without prejudice as unrelated and dismissed the claims against Correctional Officer Bites under
28 U.S.C. § 1915A because Indiana's post-deprivation remedies prevented a viable due process claim.
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JURISDICTION United States District Court for the Northern District of Indiana
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DISPOSITION dismissed

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Prisoner civil-rights complaint screened under 28 U.S.C. § 1915A.

STANDARD OF REVIEW The court reviewed the prisoner complaint under 28 U.S.C. § 1915A to
determine whether it was frivolous, malicious, failed to state a claim,
or sought relief from an immune defendant. Pro se pleadings were
construed liberally.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE unpublished district court opinion; precedential status unknown
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether the unrelated claim against Correctional Officer Berry should be dismissed without prejudice
when Harris failed to select a claim after being given an opportunity to do so.

2. Whether Harris stated a federal due-process claim based on the alleged intentional or accidental
destruction of his tablet by Correctional Officer Bites when Indiana provided an adequate post-
deprivation remedy.

3. Whether Harris should be granted leave to amend the claim against Bites.

HOLDINGS

1. The claim against Correctional Officer Berry was properly dismissed without prejudice because it was
unrelated to the claim against Correctional Officer Bites and Harris failed to select a claim to pursue.

2. Harris failed to state a federal due-process claim because Indiana provides an adequate post-deprivation
remedy for the alleged accidental or intentional loss of his tablet.

3. Leave to amend was properly denied because amendment would be futile.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“A document filed pro se is to be liberally construed, and a pro se complaint, however inartfully pleaded,
must be held to less stringent standards than formal pleadings drafted by lawyers.”

“For intentional, as for negligent deprivations of property by state employees, the state’s action is not
complete until and unless it provides or refuses to provide a suitable post deprivation remedy.” (533)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Harris alleged that Correctional Officer Bites broke his tablet on December 11, 2024. The complaint also
asserted an unrelated claim against Correctional Officer Berry, but Harris did not select which claim to pursue
after being ordered to do so.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Harris filed a complaint asserting two unrelated claims against Correctional Officers Bites and Berry. After the
court ordered him to select one claim to pursue in the case, he failed to do so for eight months. The court
selected the claim against Bites, dismissed the unrelated claim against Berry without prejudice, and dismissed
the claim against Bites under § 1915A for failure to state a claim.

DISPOSITION

dismissed
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