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SUMMARY

The First District Court of Appeal of Florida dismissed Gainesville Regional Utilities Authority’s
petition for a writ of injunction. The court held that the alleged effect of a proposed Gainesville charter
amendment and special election on a separate pending appeal was speculative and did not demonstrate
the significant, immediate, and ascertainable harm required for extraordinary injunctive relief.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether GRUA demonstrated a significant and immediate need for an extraordinary writ of injunction
to preserve the status quo and aid the court's jurisdiction over a separate appeal.

2. Whether the possibility that a future charter amendment might moot the separate appeal constituted
impending harm that was real and ascertainable.

HOLDINGS

1. An appellate court may issue a writ of injunction to preserve the status quo and aid in the exercise of its
jurisdiction, but the extraordinary writ is issued only rarely and requires a significant and immediate
need.

2. GRUA failed to establish the significant and immediate need required for a writ of injunction because
the alleged effect of the proposed charter amendment on the court's jurisdiction was speculative and did
not constitute impending harm that was real and ascertainable.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“An appellate court has at its disposal a writ of injunction to preserve the status quo and aid in the exercise of
its jurisdiction.”

“Rather than speculative future harm, GRUA must demonstrate impending harm that is “real and
ascertainable” if the writ is not given.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The City of Gainesville scheduled a special election for November 4, 2025, to approve a proposed charter
amendment in Ordinance No. 2025-416. GRUA asserted that, if approved, the amendment could be implemented
to dissolve GRUA and could moot GRUA's separate appeal concerning a final order.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

GRUA petitioned the First District Court of Appeal for an injunction preventing the City of Gainesville from
holding a November 4, 2025, special election concerning Ordinance No. 2025-416 or from implementing the
proposed charter amendment and dissolving GRUA. GRUA argued that without interim relief, its separate
appeal could become moot. The court dismissed the petition because the asserted harm was speculative rather
than impending.
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