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SUMMARY

This document is an emergency motion for leave to file, and petition for, a writ of mandamus in the
Texas Court of Criminal Appeals. The relator, the Madison County District Attorney, seeks to compel
the 278th Judicial District Court to vacate its withdrawal of Raphael Deon Holiday's November 18,
2015 execution date and reinstate that date. The filing argues that the trial court lacked authority to
withdraw the execution date under Texas law.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE The Madison County district attorney sought emergency leave to file a
petition for a writ of mandamus compelling the convicting court to
vacate its order withdrawing Raphael Holiday's November 18, 2015
execution date and to reinstate that date.

STANDARD OF REVIEW Mandamus requires proof that the relator has no other adequate
remedy at law and is clearly entitled to the relief sought. A clear right
to relief generally requires that the challenged act be ministerial rather
than discretionary.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE The provided document is an emergency motion for leave and petition
for writ of mandamus, not a disposition or merits opinion. No binding
holding or precedential disposition appears in the text.

PARTIES State of Texas ex rel. Brian Risinger v. The Honorable Hal Ridley,
278th Judicial District Court of Madison County, Texas
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the State had no adequate remedy by appeal from the trial court's order withdrawing the
execution date.

2. Whether the convicting court had authority under Texas Code of Criminal Procedure article 43.141(d) to
withdraw an execution date based on the asserted need for additional proceedings on a subsequent
habeas application.

3. Whether the State was clearly entitled to mandamus relief compelling the trial court to vacate its order
and reinstate the execution date.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“To be entitled to a writ of mandamus, it must be demonstrated that: (1) the relator has no other adequate
remedy at law, and (2) he is clearly entitled to the relief sought.” (at 4)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Raphael Holiday was convicted three times of capital murder arising from the burning deaths of three children,
including his daughter, and received three death sentences. After direct and collateral challenges were
unsuccessful, the convicting court had set November 18, 2015, as the execution date. On that date, the court
withdrew the execution date because it determined that additional proceedings were necessary on a subsequent
habeas application.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Raphael Holiday was convicted of capital murder in three cases and sentenced to death. His convictions and
sentences were affirmed on direct appeal, state and federal habeas relief was denied, and the United States
Supreme Court denied certiorari. On the scheduled execution date, the convicting court withdrew the execution
date based on the asserted need for additional proceedings on a subsequent habeas application. The State then
filed this emergency motion for leave and petition for mandamus.
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