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El Kourati · No. 6:24-cv-2044-RBD-LHP · Decided February 12, 2026

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Middle District of Florida partially granted Defendant’s
unopposed motion to compel discovery in an employment discrimination action. The Court ordered
Plaintiff to produce specified documents and complete responses to Defendant’s Second Request for
Production within fourteen days, deemed objections waived, declined to award attorneys’ fees, and
warned that noncompliance could result in further sanctions.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE Defendant moved to compel discovery responses and production after
Plaintiff failed to produce documents and failed to respond to a second
request for production. The motion was deemed unopposed because
Plaintiff did not timely file an opposition.

STANDARD OF REVIEW The court reviewed the unopposed motion to compel and the attached
discovery requests. The court applied the Federal Rules of Civil
Procedure and the applicable standing discovery order.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE unpublished district court order
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Defendant's motion to compel should be granted when Plaintiff failed to produce documents
responsive to specified requests and failed to respond to a second request for production.

2. Whether Plaintiff waived objections to the discovery requests by failing to timely respond to the motion
to compel.

3. Whether Defendant was entitled to attorneys' fees or sanctions associated with filing the motion to
compel.

HOLDINGS

1. The motion to compel was well-taken in part, and Plaintiff was ordered to produce documents
responsive to Requests 6, 7, 14, 16, and 17 of Defendant's First Request for Production and to provide
complete responses and documents responsive to Defendant's Second Request for Production.

2. Plaintiff waived all objections to the discovery at issue by failing to timely respond to the motion to
compel.

3. The court declined to award attorneys' fees or sanctions in this instance and denied the motion in all
other respects.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“All objections to the discovery at issue have been waived by the failure to timely respond to the motion to
compel.” (Order paragraph 3)

“Within fourteen (14) days of the date of this Order, Plaintiff shall serve on Defendant:” (Order paragraph 2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

During Defendant's deposition of Plaintiff, Plaintiff admitted that he possessed documents responsive to
Requests 6, 7, 14, 16, and 17 of Defendant's First Request for Production but had not produced them. Plaintiff
also failed to respond to Defendant's Second Request for Production. Defendant attempted to confer with
Plaintiff before filing the motion, but Plaintiff did not respond and did not oppose the motion.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Plaintiff filed this employment discrimination action in Florida state court on July 31, 2024. Defendant removed
it to the Middle District of Florida on November 8, 2024. After discovery opened and closed, Defendant filed a
short-form motion to compel. The court granted the motion in part, denied the request for attorneys' fees and
sanctions, and ordered Plaintiff to provide specified discovery within fourteen days.
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