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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Eastern District of California preliminarily reviewed a pro se
immigration detainee’s petition for a writ of habeas corpus under 28 U.S.C. § 2241. The court directed
the Clerk to provide an in forma pauperis form and allowed the petitioner 21 days to submit an
affidavit supporting an optional request to proceed in forma pauperis and potential appointment of
counsel.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the court should provide petitioner an opportunity to demonstrate indigency in support of an
optional request to proceed in forma pauperis, so that the court could consider appointing counsel.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The court would consider appointing counsel if petitioner is indigent.” (at 1)

“Petitioner may optionally submit an affidavit in support of a request to proceed in forma pauperis within 21
days.” (at 1)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Petitioner Rajat Rajat is an Immigration and Customs Enforcement detainee representing himself. He filed a
petition for a writ of habeas corpus under 28 U.S.C. § 2241 and paid the filing fee. The petition stated that
petitioner lacked access to counsel.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

An Immigration and Customs Enforcement detainee filed a § 2241 habeas petition and paid the filing fee.
During preliminary review under Rule 4 of the Rules Governing Habeas Corpus Cases Under Section 2254, the
court noted petitioner's lack of access to counsel and provided an opportunity to submit an affidavit
demonstrating indigency in support of an optional request to proceed in forma pauperis.
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