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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Mississippi affirmed the denial of a nursing home operator's motion to compel
arbitration in a suit alleging sexual assaults of a resident. The court held that the arbitration rules
incorporated into the admission agreement required a post-injury written agreement for the claims at
issue, and no such agreement existed. Separate opinions also addressed whether a health-care
surrogate had statutory authority to bind the resident to arbitration.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the admission agreement and its incorporated arbitration rules created a valid agreement to
arbitrate Barnes's post-2004 health-care liability claims.

2. Whether a surrogate or conservator had authority under Mississippi law to bind Barnes to the arbitration
provision.

HOLDINGS

1. No valid agreement to arbitrate existed because the arbitration rules incorporated into the admission
agreement required all parties to agree in writing to arbitrate a consumer health-care liability claim after
the injury occurred, and no such post-injury agreement was made.

2. The court could affirm the denial of the motion to compel arbitration because the trial court reached the
correct result even though the appellate court relied on a different reason.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“It is undisputed that the parties did not agree to arbitrate the claim after the injury occurred, as required by
the rules which were incorporated into the admissions agreement at the behest of Magnolia.” (161-162)

“Finding that no agreement to arbitrate was entered into after January 15, 2005, for this Court to review, the
inescapable conclusion is that there was no valid agreement to arbitrate.” (162)

“While the circuit court based its decision to deny arbitration on reasons different from ours, we may on
appeal affirm the decision of the trial court where the right result is reached, even though we may disagree
with the trial court's reasons for reaching that result.” (162)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Barbara Jean Barnes was an incompetent adult with the mental capacity of a three-year-old who could not live
alone. After Barnes's prior caregiver became unable to continue providing care, Shirley Grigsby arranged for
Barnes's admission to Arnold Avenue Nursing Home and signed an admission agreement containing an
arbitration clause on February 19, 2003. Barnes's complaint alleged sexual assaults at the nursing home on
January 15, 2005, and June 17, 2005.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Shirley Grigsby, acting as Barnes's next friend and conservator, sued Magnolia and related defendants in
Washington County Circuit Court alleging that Barnes was sexually assaulted while residing at the nursing
home. Magnolia moved to compel arbitration based on an admission agreement signed by Grigsby. The circuit
court denied the motion, concluding that Grigsby lacked agency and statutory authority to bind Barnes, and
Magnolia appealed.

DISPOSITION

affirmed
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