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SUMMARY

The Eighth Court of Appeals of Texas dismissed Kavonnie Edwards’s attempted appeal from the

criminal mischief judgment entered against Jeremiah McNezer. The court held that Edwards, as the

complaining witness rather than a party to the criminal proceeding, lacked standing to appeal and that

the court therefore lacked jurisdiction.
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dismissed

Edwards, the complaining witness in a criminal case, attempted to
appeal the trial court's judgment finding McNezer guilty of
misdemeanor criminal mischief. The court of appeals dismissed the
attempted appeal for want of jurisdiction because Edwards was not a
party to the criminal proceeding and therefore lacked appellate

standing.

Whether appellate jurisdiction exists is a jurisdictional question;

standing is a component of subject-matter jurisdiction.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether a complaining witness who is not a party to a criminal proceeding has standing to appeal the

criminal judgment or contest its disposition.

2. Whether the court of appeals had jurisdiction over an appeal filed by the complaining witness rather than

by the State or the criminal defendant.

HOLDINGS

1. A complaining witness is not a party to a criminal proceeding and lacks standing to participate as a party

or contest the disposition of the criminal charge, including by appealing the trial court's judgment.

2. The court of appeals lacked jurisdiction over an appeal filed by an improper party and was required to
dismiss the appeal for want of jurisdiction.
KEY QUOTATIONS

“A complaining witness is not a party to a criminal proceeding; only the State and the defendant are parties

to a criminal case.” (at 2)

“We dismiss this appeal for want of jurisdiction.” (at 3)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

McNezer was indicted for felony criminal mischief alleged to have been committed against Edwards and later
pleaded guilty to the lesser-included Class A misdemeanor offense. Edwards, identified as the complaining
witness, attempted to appeal the judgment and the restitution awarded, although she was not a party to the

criminal prosecution.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

A grand jury indicted McNezer for felony criminal mischief allegedly committed against Edwards. On March
19, 2026, McNezer pleaded guilty to the lesser-included Class A misdemeanor offense. Edwards filed a notice of
appeal challenging the judgment and restitution. The court of appeals notified her that it appeared she lacked
standing and that the court lacked jurisdiction, but she did not respond; the court dismissed the appeal and

dismissed pending motions as moot.
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