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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Pennsylvania considered whether criminal negligence is a required culpability

element for homicide by vehicle while driving under the influence under 75 Pa.C.S. § 3735. The court

held that criminal negligence is required by analogy to its precedent concerning homicide by vehicle,

but concluded that any instructional error was harmless because the jury convicted the defendant of

involuntary manslaughter, which required a finding of criminal negligence. The judgment of sentence

was affirmed.
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Appeal from a criminal conviction after the Superior Court affirmed
the judgment of sentence. The Supreme Court of Pennsylvania granted
review to determine whether the trial court erred by refusing to instruct
the jury that criminal negligence was a culpability requirement for
homicide by vehicle while DUI.

Harmless-error review beyond a reasonable doubt; the judgment is
affirmed if the trial court's instructional error did not contribute to the
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED
1. Whether homicide by vehicle while DUT under 75 Pa.C.S. § 3735 requires proof of criminal negligence.

2. Whether the trial court's failure to instruct the jury that criminal negligence was an element of homicide

by vehicle while DUI required a new trial.

3. Whether the instructional error was harmless beyond a reasonable doubt in light of the jury's separate

conviction for involuntary manslaughter.

HOLDINGS

1. Homicide by vehicle while DUT under 75 Pa.C.S. § 3735 requires proof of criminal negligence as the

minimum level of culpability.

2. The trial court erred by refusing to instruct the jury that criminal negligence was the culpability

requirement for homicide by vehicle while DUI, but the error was harmless.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“If we adhere to the rationale of Heck, it would follow that 75 Pa.C.S. § 3735 requires proof of criminal
negligence.” (640)

“Although the trial court may have erred by refusing to charge the jury that criminal negligence is the
culpability requirement for the offense of DUI-related vehicular homicide, any error in this regard is harmless

in this case and a new trial is not warranted.” (641)

“The jury's finding of guilt as to involuntary manslaughter necessarily included a finding of criminal

negligence.” (641)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

After drinking extensively at a bar, Samuels became involved in a confrontation with James DiAmicis and
others. Samuels drove his pickup truck into a vehicle, reversed, and then changed direction to run over
DiAmicis, killing him. He subsequently washed the truck, fled to Colorado, and was later apprehended and

returned to Pennsylvania.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

A jury convicted Samuels of involuntary manslaughter, DUI, homicide by vehicle while DUI, and accident
involving death or bodily injury. The trial court imposed an aggregate sentence of five to eleven years, and the
Superior Court affirmed. The Supreme Court granted allowance of appeal, held that the requested criminal-
negligence instruction should have been given, but concluded that the error was harmless because the jury

separately convicted Samuels of involuntary manslaughter under a criminal-negligence instruction.
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