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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Northern District of Mississippi held that Denarius Antone
Roscoe stated an excessive-force claim under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 against Officer Sabrina Gordon based
on an alleged assault while he was restrained. The court dismissed without prejudice Roscoe’s claims
against Sunflower County and supervisory officials for failure to allege deliberate indifference,
personal involvement, or a county policy or custom. The Indianola Police Department was dismissed
with prejudice because it lacks a separate legal existence under Mississippi law.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE A pro se prisoner brought claims under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 challenging
the conditions of his confinement. The court reviewed the amended
complaint and ordered Roscoe to show cause why several defendants
should not be dismissed for failure to state a claim. After Roscoe failed
to respond, the court dismissed the claims against all defendants
except Officer Sabrina Gordon.

STANDARD OF REVIEW Whether the complaint stated a claim upon which relief could be
granted under 42 U.S.C. § 1983, including whether the allegations
plausibly established deliberate indifference, municipal liability, or
supervisory liability.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Unknown; district court opinion with no reported citation.



PARTIES Denarius Antone Roscoe v. Sunflower County, Indianola Police
Department, Ronald Sampson, Ernest Gilson, Sabrina Gordon,
Gregory Capers

TOPICS

section 1983 prisoners rights municipal liability civil rights pleadings

PRACTICE AREAS

civil rights constitutional law prisoner civil rights municipal liability civil procedure

QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Roscoe stated an Eighth Amendment denial-of-medical-care claim by alleging that he
submitted a medical request but did not identify the person responsible for responding or allege that a
specific defendant intentionally denied or delayed treatment.

2. Whether the Indianola Police Department was an entity with a separate legal existence and capacity to
be sued under Mississippi law.

3. Whether Roscoe stated a § 1983 municipal-liability claim against Sunflower County by alleging an
official policy or custom that caused the constitutional violation.

4. Whether Roscoe stated § 1983 claims against Sampson, Gilson, and Capers based on personal
participation, causal connection, or supervisory status.

5. Whether Roscoe's excessive-force claim against Officer Sabrina Gordon stated a claim sufficient to
proceed.

HOLDINGS

1. Roscoe failed to state a denial-of-medical-care claim because he did not identify a specific defendant
whose acts or omissions caused the alleged denial of treatment, and he did not clearly allege that a
responsible official intentionally denied or delayed medical care.

2. The Indianola Police Department could not be sued because, under Mississippi law, a municipal police
department does not have a legal existence separate from the municipality.

3. Roscoe failed to state a § 1983 claim against Sunflower County because he alleged no official county
policy or custom that caused the asserted constitutional violation and could not rely on respondeat
superior.

4. Roscoe failed to state § 1983 claims against Sampson, Gilson, and Capers because he did not allege that
they personally participated in the attack, implemented an unconstitutional policy that caused it, or were
otherwise personally or causally connected to the alleged violation.

5. Roscoe's excessive-force claim against Officer Sabrina Gordon was allowed to proceed.

KEY QUOTATIONS



“A state employee may not be held liable under § 1983 for such unless the plaintiff alleges facts which, if true,
would establish the official “knows of and disregards an excessive risk to inmate health or safety; the official
must both be aware of the facts from which the inference could be drawn that a substantial risk of serious
harm exists, and he must also draw the inference.”” (II.A)

“Because Roscoe alleges no facts showing a county policy or custom led to the alleged violation of his
constitutional rights, Sunflower County will be dismissed without prejudice.” (II.C)

“Indeed, there are only two scenarios where a supervisor may be held liable under § 1983: (1) when he
affirmatively participates in the incident, and (2) when he implements an unconstitutional policy that results
in constitutional injury.” (II.D)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Roscoe alleged that on May 29, 2022, while fully restrained at the Sunflower County Sheriff's Department,
Indianola Police Officer Sabrina Gordon punched him in the face and pointed a firearm at him. He alleged that
the incident was recorded and posted on social media, that he suffered a broken nose, and that he submitted a
medical request but received no treatment. He also alleged that Sheriff James Haywood placed him in close
confinement for protection after Roscoe reported the incident and expressed fear for his life.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Roscoe filed the action on November 17, 2023, and amended his complaint on December 27, 2023, adding
Sergeant Gregory Capers. The court issued a show-cause order concerning Sunflower County, the Indianola
Police Department, Ronald Sampson, Ernest Gilson, and Gregory Capers. Roscoe did not respond. The court
allowed the excessive-force claim against Sabrina Gordon to proceed, dismissed the claims against Sunflower
County, Sampson, Gilson, and Capers without prejudice, and dismissed the Indianola Police Department with
prejudice.
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