
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF
KENTUCKY, PADUCAH DIVISION

Keith B. Harris v. Garrick Lamb, et al.
Harris · No. 5:25-CV-161-JHM · Decided January 13, 2026

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Western District of Kentucky reviewed Keith B. Harris’s pro
se civil-rights complaint under 28 U.S.C. § 1915A. The court allowed Harris’s Fourth Amendment
wrongful-arrest claim against Deputy Garrick Lamb to proceed, but stayed it pending resolution of
Harris’s related state criminal case. The court dismissed claims against the City of Princeton and a
private store manager, as well as Harris’s requests for release and dismissal of the criminal charges.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE A pro se pretrial detainee brought a civil-rights action under 42 U.S.C.
§ 1983. The district court conducted the required initial screening
under 28 U.S.C. § 1915A, allowed a Fourth Amendment wrongful-
arrest claim against Deputy Garrick Lamb to proceed but stayed it
pending resolution of the related state criminal case, and dismissed the
claims against the City of Princeton, Zachary Payne, and the requests
for release and dismissal of criminal charges.

STANDARD OF REVIEW Under 28 U.S.C. § 1915A, the court must dismiss a prisoner complaint
or any portion of it that is frivolous or malicious, fails to state a claim
upon which relief may be granted, or seeks monetary relief from an
immune defendant. For failure to state a claim, the complaint must
contain sufficient factual matter, accepted as true, to state a plausible
claim for relief; well-pleaded factual allegations are viewed in the light



most favorable to the plaintiff, but bare legal conclusions need not be
accepted.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the complaint stated a § 1983 claim against the Princeton Police Department or City of
Princeton.

2. Whether Dollar General manager Zachary Payne acted under color of state law for purposes of § 1983.

3. Whether Harris's Fourth Amendment wrongful-arrest claim against Deputy Lamb should proceed while
the related state criminal case was pending.

4. Whether § 1983 permitted Harris to obtain release from confinement or dismissal of the state criminal
charges.

HOLDINGS

1. A municipal police department is not a person subject to suit under § 1983; the claim was properly
construed as a claim against the City of Princeton.

2. The claims against the City of Princeton failed because Harris did not allege that a municipal policy or
custom was the moving force behind the alleged constitutional violations.

3. Payne, a private store manager who called police regarding suspected possession of drugs, was not a
state actor for purposes of § 1983, so the claims against him were dismissed.

4. The Fourth Amendment wrongful-arrest claim against Lamb could proceed but had to be stayed pending
completion of Harris's state criminal case.

5. Release from confinement and dismissal of the pending criminal charges were unavailable remedies in
this § 1983 action, so Harris's injunctive-relief claims were dismissed.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Such claims in pending civil cases should be stayed pending the outcome of the criminal case.” (Section
III.D)



“The Court will allow Plaintiff’s Fourth Amendment claims of wrongful arrest to proceed against Defendant
Lamb in his individual capacity. This claim is STAYED pending completion of his pending state-court criminal
case.” (Order ¶ 1)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Harris, a pretrial detainee, alleged that Deputy Garrick Lamb arrested him on January 30, 2024, for possession of
methamphetamine after a Dollar General employee found a substance on the store floor and reported that it had
fallen from Harris's pocket. Harris contended that the substance had not been field-tested, that its chain of
custody had been broken, and that Lamb lacked conclusive evidence of possession. Harris was later indicted in
Caldwell Circuit Court, and that criminal case remained pending when he filed this action.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Harris filed this § 1983 action while his state criminal prosecution for possession of methamphetamine was
pending in Caldwell Circuit Court. On initial review under § 1915A, the court construed the claim against the
Princeton Police Department as a claim against the City of Princeton, dismissed the municipal, private-party, and
injunctive-relief claims, and stayed the wrongful-arrest claim against Lamb until completion of the state criminal
case.
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