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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Georgia affirmed Nundra’s murder conviction, holding that any assumed error
in admitting his 1997 armed robbery conviction under Rule 404(b) and victim good-character
evidence was harmless given the overwhelming evidence of guilt. The court also rejected claims that
the prosecutor’s comparison of Nundra to serial killers was improper, finding it a permissible
inference from evidence, and that admission of TrueAllele DNA evidence without a random-match
baseline was not plain error. Key topics: harmless error, other-acts evidence, victim character
evidence, prosecutorial closing argument, DNA evidence reliability, cumulative error.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether the trial court abused its discretion in admitting evidence of Nundra's 1997 convictions for
armed robbery and hijacking a motor vehicle under Rule 404(b).

2. Whether the trial court erred in admitting evidence of the victim's good character and emotional impact
on his family.

3. Whether the trial court abused its discretion in allowing the State to compare Nundra to serial killers
during closing argument.

4. Whether the trial court plainly erred in admitting TrueAllele DNA evidence without a baseline
probability of a random match.

5. Whether the cumulative effect of errors requires reversal.

HOLDINGS

1. Assuming error, the admission of the 1997 convictions was harmless because the evidence of guilt was
very strong, the jury was instructed not to infer criminal propensity, and Nundra's guilty plea allowed the
jury to infer he had been punished for those crimes.

2. Assuming error, the admission of victim good character evidence was harmless because the evidence of
guilt was very strong, and the risk that the jury convicted for reasons other than guilt was low.

3. The trial court did not abuse its discretion; the comments were inflammatory but within the wide latitude
of closing argument and based on permissible inferences from the evidence.

4. No plain error; Nundra failed to show that the trial court made a clear or obvious error. The issue was
not preserved, and the absence of a baseline goes to weight, not admissibility.

5. The cumulative effect of the assumed errors (admission of 1997 convictions and victim good character
evidence) was harmless because the evidence of guilt was very strong, the jury was instructed not to be
influenced by sympathy, and the combined prejudicial effect did not outweigh the strength of the
evidence.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“requires reversal of [the a]ppellant's convictions unless it can be deemed harmless, meaning that 'it is highly
probable that the error did not contribute to the verdict.'” (11)

“The State's comments here were inflammatory, but attorneys are allowed wide latitude in their arguments to
the jury.” (22)

“Nundra cites no authority — and we are aware of none — suggesting that expert testimony about a random-
bystander benchmark is necessary for a trial court to admit TrueAllele evidence.” (32-33)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

On October 25, 2017, Nundra, McFadden, and Ousley planned to burglarize a pawn shop. Nundra noticed
Herbert Moore in a truck and decided to rob him. He shot Moore eight times, killing him. After the shooting,
Nundra, McFadden, and Ousley fled to Hightower's apartment, where Nundra burned his clothes and threatened



to kill the others if they talked to police. The murder weapon, wrapped in a stocking hat containing Nundra's
DNA, was found in a nearby park. Nundra was arrested and gave a false alibi.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Nundra was convicted in Decatur County Superior Court of murder and other charges. He filed a motion for new
trial, which was amended and denied. The trial court vacated and re-entered the order after Nundra failed to
receive notice. Nundra appealed to the Supreme Court of Georgia.

DISPOSITION

affirmed
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