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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Georgia affirmed Ralph Rogers’s convictions for malice murder, aggravated

assault, and possession of a firearm during the commission of a felony. The court held that the

evidence was constitutionally sufficient for the jury to reject Rogers’s self-defense claim and that the

trial court’s denial of his motion for a new trial on the general grounds was not subject to merits

review because the court applied the correct legal standard and exercised its discretion.
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Rogers appealed his convictions for malice murder, aggravated assault,
and possession of a firearm during the commission of a felony,
challenging the constitutional sufficiency of the evidence and the

denial of his motion for new trial on the general grounds.

For constitutional sufficiency, the court viewed the evidence in the
light most favorable to the verdicts and asked whether any rational
trier of fact could have found guilt beyond a reasonable doubt,
deferring to the jury's assessment of witness credibility and evidentiary
weight. For general grounds under OCGA §§ 5-5-20 and 5-5-21,
appellate review was limited to determining whether the trial court
exercised its discretion under the correct legal standard; the merits of

the trial court's thirteenth-juror determination were not reviewed.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the evidence was constitutionally sufficient to support Rogers's convictions where he claimed

that the shootings were justified by self-defense.

2. Whether the trial court abused its discretion in denying Rogers's motion for new trial on the general
grounds under OCGA §8§ 5-5-20 and 5-5-21.

HOLDINGS

1. The evidence was constitutionally sufficient to support Rogers's convictions because a rational trier of

fact could find him guilty beyond a reasonable doubt and could reject his self-defense claim.

2. When a timely general-grounds motion is properly raised, the trial court's decision as the thirteenth juror
is discretionary, and appellate review is limited to whether the trial court exercised that discretion under

the correct legal standard.

3. The trial court should have merged the aggravated-assault count involving Lamaris into the malice-
murder count rather than purporting to vacate it by operation of law, but the error made no practical
difference to the judgment.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“When this Court evaluates a challenge to the sufficiency of the evidence, “we view all of the evidence
presented at trial in the light most favorable to the verdict and ask whether any rational trier of fact could

have found the defendant guilty beyond a reasonable doubt of the crimes of which he was convicted.”” (at 7)

“On appellate review, our role is limited to determining whether the trial court exercised that discretion.” (at
11-12)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Rogers became involved in a confrontation with family members and acquaintances outside apartments in Miller
County after a dispute involving Lee. According to the State's eyewitnesses, Rogers shot Burr with a tire iron,
shot Lamaris after Lamaris approached unarmed, and chased and shot Lee while Lee was fleeing and after Lee
fell. Rogers testified that Burr, Lamaris, and Lee charged him, that Burr was swinging a tire iron, and that he
fired in self-defense. A .40-caliber firearm found near Rogers was linked to Lamaris's fatal wounds and to nine

spent shell casings at the scene.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

A Miller County grand jury indicted Rogers in 2015 on six counts arising from the shooting death of Lamaris
Miller and the shootings of Damien Lee and Levionte Trell Burr. Following a jury trial beginning April 4, 2016,



Rogers was found guilty on all counts and sentenced on June 20, 2016. The trial court denied Rogers's amended
motion for new trial on July 21, 2025, and Rogers timely appealed to the Supreme Court of Georgia, which
affirmed.
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