UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE FIFTH CIRCUIT

Arthur Joyal Barker v. Ruth Brouwer

582 F. App'x 540 (5th Cir. 2014) - No. 13-40983 - Decided October 10, 2014

SUMMARY

The Fifth Circuit dismissed Arthur Joyal Barker’s appeal for lack of appellate jurisdiction because he

failed to file a timely notice of appeal or motion to extend the filing deadline following denial of his

Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 60(b) motion. The court also denied Barker’s motion for appointment

of counsel.
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Barker appealed the denial of his Federal Rule of Civil Procedure
60(b) motion in his 42 U.S.C. § 1983 proceeding.

The court examined its appellate jurisdiction sua sponte.
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1. Whether the Fifth Circuit had appellate jurisdiction when Barker failed to file a timely notice of appeal

from the denial of his Rule 60(b) motion or a timely motion to extend the filing period.

2. Whether Barker's motion for appointment of counsel should be granted.

HOLDINGS

1. The Fifth Circuit lacked appellate jurisdiction because Barker did not file a timely notice of appeal or a

timely motion to extend the time for filing a notice of appeal.

2. The motion for appointment of counsel was denied.

KEY QUOTATIONS
“A timely notice of appeal is a jurisdictional requirement in a civil case.”
“Consequently, we are without jurisdiction to consider the appeal.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Barker, a Texas prisoner, brought a proceeding under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 against medical and correctional
personnel. After the district court denied his Rule 60(b) motion, he attempted to appeal and also sought
appointment of counsel.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The United States District Court for the Eastern District of Texas denied Barker's Rule 60(b) motion. Barker
filed an appeal, but the Fifth Circuit determined that he had not filed a timely notice of appeal from the denial or

a timely motion to extend the filing period and dismissed the appeal for lack of appellate jurisdiction.
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