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SUMMARY

The Georgia Supreme Court affirmed the resentencing of Robert James Dennis, who committed
malice murder at age 17, from life without parole to life with the possibility of parole. The court held
that the original sentence was void under Miller v. Alabama and Montgomery v. Louisiana because the
sentencing court had not considered the required youth-related factors, and that the trial court had

authority to resentence Dennis.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether the trial court had authority to resentence Dennis after determining that his original juvenile

life-without-parole sentence was void under Miller and Montgomery.

2. Whether the trial court properly reduced Dennis's sentence for malice murder from life without the

possibility of parole to life with the possibility of parole.

HOLDINGS

1. A life-without-the-possibility-of-parole sentence imposed on a juvenile without the sentencing court's
consideration of the Miller and Montgomery factors is void and may be challenged on Eighth

Amendment grounds at any time.

2. Because Dennis's original sentence was void, the trial court had authority to resentence him at any time

in accordance with Miller and Montgomery.

3. The trial court properly resentenced Dennis to life imprisonment with the possibility of parole for the

juvenile malice murder.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“A sentence imposed in violation of th[e] substantive rule [created by Miller, supra] — that is, a[ ] [life-
without-the-possibility-of-parole] sentence imposed on a juvenile who is not properly determined to be in the
very small class of juveniles for whom such a sentence may be deemed constitutionally proportionate — “is

not just erroneous but contrary to law and, as a result, void.”” (458)

“A hearing where “youth and its attendant characteristics” are considered as sentencing factors is necessary

to separate those juveniles who may be sentenced to life without parole from those who may not.” (458)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Dennis was 17 when he committed the malice murder for which he pleaded guilty and was sentenced in 1998 to
life without the possibility of parole. The original sentencing record did not show that the court considered the

youth-related factors required by Miller and Montgomery before imposing juvenile life without parole.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Dennis pleaded guilty in 1998 to malice murder and other charges arising from a 1997 shooting death and
received life imprisonment without the possibility of parole for malice murder. In 2015, the State moved to
amend the sentence based on Miller and Montgomery. Following a December 9, 2015 resentencing hearing, the

trial court reduced the sentence to life with the possibility of parole. The Supreme Court of Georgia affirmed.

DISPOSITION

affirmed
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