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SUMMARY

The Ohio Eleventh District Court of Appeals dismissed Shawn L. Armstrong’s petition for a writ of

habeas corpus as moot. Armstrong had challenged his confinement while felony charges were pending

before the Trumbull County Grand Jury, but the grand jury returned a no bill and he was released from

jail before adjudication. The court granted the sheriff’s motion to dismiss and overruled other pending

motions as moot.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Armstrong's habeas corpus petition became moot when he was released from confinement
before adjudication.

2. Whether the court should grant Wilson's motion to dismiss the habeas petition.

HOLDINGS

1. A habeas corpus petition is moot when the petitioner is released from confinement before the petition is
adjudicated because habeas corpus requires present unlawful restraint and entitlement to immediate

release.

2. The court granted Wilson's motion to dismiss and dismissed Armstrong's habeas corpus petition as moot;
all other pending motions were overruled as moot.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“To be entitled to a writ of habeas corpus, a party must show that he is being unlawfully restrained of his
liberty . . . and that he is entitled to immediate release from prison or confinement.” (9 5)

“Thus, a petitioner’s claim becomes moot when the petitioner is released prior to adjudication of the
petition.” ( 6)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Armstrong was confined in the Trumbull County Jail while awaiting indictment on charges presented to the
Trumbull County Grand Jury. He alleged that his continued confinement resulted from vindictive prosecution
after misdemeanor domestic-violence charges were bound over and a felonious-assault charge was presented to
the grand jury. The grand jury returned a no bill, the common pleas court ordered his release, and Armstrong was

released before the habeas petition was adjudicated.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Armstrong filed an original habeas corpus petition on March 6, 2026, alleging unlawful confinement while
charges were pending before the Trumbull County Grand Jury. The court issued an alternative writ, after which
Wilson moved to dismiss. The grand jury returned a no bill, the common pleas court directed Armstrong's
release, and Wilson filed notice of the discharge. The appellate court granted the motion to dismiss and

dismissed the petition as moot.
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