UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF

IOWA

Singh v. Noem

No. No. C26-12-LTS-MAR, United States District Court for the Northern District of lowa (February 10, 2026)

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Northern District of lowa granted Rashpal Singh’s 28 U.S.C. §
2241 habeas petition, holding that he was not subject to mandatory detention under 8 U.S.C. § 1225(b)

(2) and instead remained eligible for bond under § 1226(a). The court directed respondents to

immediately release Singh on his previously set $7,500 bond because they offered no evidence of

changed circumstances warranting revocation. The court denied Singh’s motion to strike the

respondents’ response.

CASE DETAILS
COURT
WRITING FOR THE COURT
JURISDICTION
DECIDED
DOCKET
DISPOSITION

PROCEDURAL POSTURE

STANDARD OF REVIEW

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE

PARTIES

TOPICS

United States District Court for the Northern District of Iowa
Leonard T. Strand

United States District Court for the Northern District of lowa
February 10, 2026

No. C26-12-LTS-MAR

writ_granted

Petition for a writ of habeas corpus under 28 U.S.C. § 2241
challenging detention under 8 U.S.C. § 1225(b)(2) and seeking release
on bond; the court granted the petition and denied the petitioner's
motion to strike the respondents' resistance.

The court reviewed the § 2241 detention challenge and determined

whether Singh was subject to mandatory detention under 8 U.S.C. §
1225(b)(2).

Unpublished district court memorandum opinion; persuasive authority

only
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Singh was subject to mandatory detention under 8 U.S.C. § 1225(b)(2), or instead eligible for
bond under 8 U.S.C. § 1226(a).

2. Whether Singh was entitled to release on the previously set $7,500 bond.

3. Whether Singh's motion to strike the respondents' resistance should be granted.

HOLDINGS

1. Singh was not subject to mandatory detention under § 1225(b)(2); the court applied its prior reasoning

that similarly situated aliens do not fall within that provision.

2. Singh was entitled to immediate release on the conditions of his previously set $7,500 bond because the

respondents offered no evidence of changed factual circumstances warranting revocation.

3. The court denied Singh's motion to strike the respondents' resistance.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“I therefore adopt the same reasoning here to find that Singh is not subject to mandatory detention under §
1225(b)(2).” (at 2)

“Because respondents have failed to offer evidence of any change in factual circumstances that would
warrant revoking Singh’s previously set $7,500, respondents are directed to immediately release Singh on the

conditions of that bond.” (at 2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Rashpal Singh, an Indian national, entered the United States without inspection around January 2023. He was
detained soon afterward but released on a $7,500 bond. ICE arrested him again in Iowa in November 2025 based
on a policy treating aliens who entered without inspection as subject to mandatory detention under 8 U.S.C. §
1225(b)(2).

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Singh was detained by ICE in November 2025 after entering the United States without inspection and previously
being released on a $7,500 bond. He filed a § 2241 habeas petition asserting that he was eligible for bond under
§ 1226(a). The respondents filed a late response, acknowledged that the case was not materially distinguishable
from similar cases, and the court granted habeas relief and ordered release on the existing bond.
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