SUPREME COURT OF OHIO

Cincinnati Bar Ass'n v. Blake

100 Ohio St. 3d 298 (2003) - Decided November 12, 2003

SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Ohio considered professional-misconduct charges against an attorney arising
from multiple felony and misdemeanor convictions, as well as failure to respond to an investigator's
inquiries. The court adopted the findings and recommendation of disbarment and permanently

disbarred the respondent from practicing law in Ohio.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED
1. Whether respondent's felony and misdemeanor criminal conduct violated the cited disciplinary rules.

2. Whether permanent disbarment was the appropriate sanction for respondent's criminal conduct and

failure to cooperate with the investigation.

HOLDINGS

1. Respondent violated DR 1-102(A)(3), DR 1-102(A)(4), DR 1-102(A)(5), DR 1-102(A)(6), and Gov.Bar
R. V(4)(G).

2. Permanent disbarment was warranted because respondent had turned to crime and had been convicted of
theft offenses.
KEY QUOTATIONS

“We also agree that respondent should be disbarred for his criminal conduct.” (100 Ohio St. 3d at 299)

“Accordingly, respondent is hereby permanently disbarred from the practice of law in Ohio.” (100 Ohio St.
3d at 299)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Respondent was convicted of four felonies involving theft and forgery and received five years of community
control, an order to pay $25,297.54 in restitution, and 500 hours of community service. He also pleaded no
contest to misdemeanor theft and criminal trespass. Respondent met once with the bar association's investigator
but failed to respond to later letters of inquiry, and the record did not substantiate his compliance with the

restitution order.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Cincinnati Bar Association charged respondent with professional misconduct based on felony and
misdemeanor convictions and his failure to respond to investigative inquiries. Respondent did not answer, and a
master commissioner made findings of fact and recommended disbarment. The Board adopted that

recommendation, and the Supreme Court of Ohio agreed and permanently disbarred respondent.
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