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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Arkansas addresses the Arkansas Continuing Legal Education Board’s
noncompliance with rules governing membership and appointments. The court reappoints two
members, appoints seven new members for staggered terms, confirms the applicable membership
structure, and expresses appreciation to outgoing members.

CASE DETAILS

COURT Supreme Court of Arkansas

JURISDICTION Supreme Court of Arkansas

DECIDED February 12, 2026

DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE The Supreme Court of Arkansas issued an original administrative
order addressing the membership, appointments, and terms of the
Arkansas Continuing Legal Education Board.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Published

TOPICS

administrative law rulemaking

PRACTICE AREAS

administrative law legal education regulation

QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. How should the Arkansas Continuing Legal Education Board be reconstituted to comply with the court's
rules governing board membership and appointments?

2. How should the terms of the Board's reappointed and newly appointed members be structured to
maintain staggered expirations?

HOLDINGS



1. Because the Board was out of compliance with the court's membership and appointment rules and only
two members were eligible for ordinary reappointment, the court ordered the two eligible members
reappointed and appointed seven additional members with staggered initial terms.

2. All terms of appointments to the Board shall thereafter expire on December 31 of the appropriate
anniversary year, with initial terms of varying lengths used to maintain staggered appointments.

3. The Deans of the University of Arkansas School of Law in Fayetteville and the William H. Bowen
School of Law, together with the Executive Director of the Arkansas Office of Professional Programs,
shall continue to serve as ex officio, non-voting members.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Consistent with this Court’s longstanding intent that its boards and committees maintain staggered terms, so
that only one or a limited number of appointments expire in any given year, it is therefore necessary to
reappoint the two eligible members to full three-year terms and to assign initial terms of varying lengths to
the newly appointed members.”

“Accordingly, all terms of appointments to the Board shall hereafter expire on December 31 of the
appropriate anniversary year.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The Arkansas Continuing Legal Education Board has nine positions, seven of which were occupied by holdover
members who were not eligible for reappointment. Because only two positions could be filled through ordinary
reappointment, the court concluded that additional appointments with staggered initial terms were necessary to
restore compliance with its rules. The court also continued the service of specified law-school deans and the
Executive Director of the Arkansas Office of Professional Programs as ex officio, non-voting members.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The court determined that the Board was out of compliance with the court's rules because seven of its nine
members were serving in a holdover capacity and were ineligible for reappointment. The court directly
reappointed two eligible members and appointed seven new members to staggered initial terms.
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