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SUMMARY

The Dallas Court of Appeals orders the official court reporter to file the overdue reporter’s record in a
parental-termination appeal within three days. The order cautions that failure to comply or
communicate with the court may result in the reporter being prohibited from sitting until compliance.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE The court issued an order in a parental-termination appeal concerning
an overdue reporter's record.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. What enforcement action should the appellate court take when the reporter's record remains overdue and
the official court reporter fails to comply with prior filing orders?

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Accordingly, we ORDER Pamela Sumler, Official Court Reporter for the 305th Judicial District Court, to
file the reporter’s record within THREE DAYS.”



FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The reporter's record in the parental-termination appeal was overdue. The appellate court had ordered Official
Court Reporter Pamela Sumler to file the record by November 3, 2014, and then extended the deadline to
November 24, 2014. An electronic document submitted on November 24 was not filed because it lacked a
master index, and the reporter did not respond to the court's notice directing correction within three days.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The appeal arose from the 305th Judicial District Court of Dallas County in trial court cause number 13-197-X-
305th. The appellate court had previously ordered the official court reporter to file the overdue reporter's record
by specified deadlines. After an attempted filing lacked a master index and the reporter failed to correct the filing
or respond, the appellate court issued this enforcement order.
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