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SUMMARY

The Wisconsin Supreme Court reviewed a Judicial Conduct Panel's findings that part-time court
commissioner Kenneth W. Gorski committed judicial misconduct. The court held that he willfully
violated provisions of Wisconsin's Code of Judicial Conduct by failing to recuse himself or disclose a
close friendship with an attorney and by making inappropriate comments to a self-represented litigant,
and imposed a public reprimand.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the admitted facts established that Gorski willfully violated the specified provisions of the
Wisconsin Code of Judicial Conduct and thereby committed judicial misconduct.

2. Whether a public reprimand was the appropriate discipline for Gorski's failure to recuse or disclose his
close friendship with counsel and for his angry and sarcastic comments to a self-represented litigant.

HOLDINGS

1. The admitted factual allegations established that Gorski willfully violated SCR 60.04(4)(a), SCR
60.04(4), SCR 60.04(1)(d), SCR 60.03(1), and SCR 60.02, thereby constituting judicial misconduct
under Wis. Stat. § 757.81(4)(a).

2. A public reprimand was an appropriate and sufficient sanction for Gorski's judicial misconduct.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“A fair and impartial judge is the cornerstone of the integrity of the judicial system. Even the appearance of
partiality can erode the public's confidence in the integrity of the judiciary.” (¶21)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Gorski was a part-time Wood County circuit court commissioner who presided over a small claims case in which
his close personal friend, Attorney Timothy Gebert, represented one party. While the case was pending, Gorski
traveled overseas with Gebert, did not disclose the friendship or trip to the self-represented opposing party, and
failed to recuse himself. During trial, Gorski made angry and sarcastic comments to the self-represented litigant.
Gorski admitted the allegations, including that he had also presided over other proceedings involving Gebert.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Wisconsin Judicial Commission filed a complaint alleging that Kenneth W. Gorski violated several
provisions of the Wisconsin Code of Judicial Conduct. Gorski admitted the factual allegations and alleged
violations in his answer, so the Judicial Conduct Panel found no disputed factual issues requiring an evidentiary
hearing. The panel recommended a public reprimand, and the Wisconsin Supreme Court adopted the panel's
findings and imposed that discipline.
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