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SUMMARY

The Florida Fourth District Court of Appeal dismissed Itzhak Bak’s appeal as untimely. The court held
that the thirty-day appeal period ran from rendition of the non-final status report order, and that a
motion for reconsideration did not suspend rendition because rehearing is not authorized for non-final
orders.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE Itzhak Bak appealed an order denying his motion for reconsideration
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the appeal was timely when the notice of appeal was filed more than thirty days after rendition
of the nonfinal status report order.



2. Whether a motion for rehearing or reconsideration suspended rendition of the nonfinal status report
order and extended the time for appeal.

HOLDINGS

1. A motion for rehearing does not suspend rendition of a nonfinal order because rehearing is not
authorized for nonfinal orders.

2. The appeal had to be dismissed because Bak did not file his notice of appeal within thirty days after
rendition of the status report order.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Failing to file a notice of appeal within the time limits “constitutes an irremediable jurisdictional defect.””
(524)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The trial court entered a status report order addressing reunification efforts and providing that Itzhak Bak would
have no further time with the children until further agreement or court order. The order conditioned future
contact on the agreement of therapists working with the children and Bak and did not end the reunification
proceedings. Bak filed a notice of appeal fifty-one days after the order was rendered, after the trial court denied
his motion for reconsideration.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The trial court rendered a status report order concerning reunification on April 19, 2012. Bak moved for
reconsideration, and the trial court denied that motion on May 14, 2012. He filed his notice of appeal on June 8,
2012, fifty-one days after rendition of the status report order. The Fourth District dismissed the appeal as
untimely for lack of jurisdiction.
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