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SUMMARY

The First Court of Appeals of Texas dismissed Asdrubal Rodriguez’s attempted appeal from an
aggravated-robbery conviction for lack of jurisdiction. The court held that Rodriguez had no right to
appeal because he pleaded guilty under a plea bargain, agreed to a sentencing cap and waived appeal,
and the trial court certified that no right of appeal existed.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE Rodriguez attempted to appeal a judgment of conviction for

aggravated robbery after pleading guilty under a plea bargain, agreeing
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the court of appeals had jurisdiction over an appeal from a plea-bargain conviction when the

defendant waived his right of appeal and the trial court certified that he had no right to appeal.

HOLDINGS

1. Because Rodriguez pleaded guilty under a plea bargain, agreed to a sentencing cap, waived his right of
appeal, and had no applicable authorization to appeal, the court lacked jurisdiction and was required to

dismiss the appeal.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Because appellant has no right of appeal, we must dismiss the appeal for lack of jurisdiction.” (2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Rodriguez pleaded guilty to aggravated robbery and agreed to waive his right of appeal as part of the plea
agreement. The State agreed to a sentencing cap of 40 years, and the trial court sentenced Rodriguez to 20 years

in prison. The trial court certified that he had no right of appeal.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The 179th District Court of Harris County entered a judgment of conviction and sentenced Rodriguez to 20
years in prison. The trial court certified that Rodriguez had no right of appeal because the case was a plea-
bargain case. The First Court of Appeals dismissed the appeal for lack of jurisdiction and dismissed pending

motions as moot.
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