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SUMMARY

The Rhode Island Supreme Court suspended Jesse W. Duarte from practicing law in the state effective
immediately and until further order. The suspension followed his failure to answer a disciplinary
complaint and his willful failure to comply with a prior court order directing him to file an answer.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether the respondent should be suspended from the practice of law after failing to answer a
disciplinary complaint and willfully defying the Court's order directing him to file an answer.

HOLDINGS

1. A respondent who fails to file an answer to a disciplinary complaint after being ordered to do so and
warned that noncompliance will result in suspension may be suspended from engaging in the practice of
law until further order of the Court.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The respondent has failed to file his answer and is in willful defiance of this Court’s order.” (1)

“Accordingly, it is ordered that the respondent, Jesse W. Duarte, is suspended from engaging in the practice
of law in this state, effective immediately, and until further order of this Court.” (1)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Duarte failed to answer a disciplinary complaint despite receiving several notices requesting an answer. The
Court reprimanded him and ordered him to file the answer within ten days, expressly warning that
noncompliance would result in suspension. Attempts to serve that order by mail and electronically were returned
as undeliverable, and Duarte did not file the required answer.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Disciplinary Counsel filed the petition on March 3, 2026, reporting that Duarte had failed to answer a
disciplinary complaint despite several notices. On March 27, 2026, the Court reprimanded Duarte, ordered him
to file an answer within ten days, and warned that failure to comply would result in suspension. After service
attempts were returned as undeliverable and Duarte still did not answer, the Court entered the present suspension
order.

DISPOSITION

other

OPINION

In the Matter of Jesse W. Duarte
PER CURIAM.
Supreme Court No. 2026-68-M.P. In the Matter of Jesse W. Duarte. :
ORDER
On March 3, 2026, this Court’s Disciplinary Counsel filed a petition pursuant to Article III, Rule
6(e) of the Supreme Court Rules of Disciplinary Procedure requesting that the Court order the
respondent, Jesse W. Duarte, to file an answer to a disciplinary complaint. Counsel informed us
that the respondent had failed to answer the complaint despite several notices being sent
requesting that he do so. On March 27, 2026, we entered an order reprimanding the respondent for



his failure to answer that complaint and directing him to file his answer within ten days. The order
further provided that his failure to do so would result in his suspension from the practice of law.
On the same day, attempts were made to serve the respondent with that order by mail at the
address the respondent has on file with this Court and his last known home address and
electronically at both email addresses that the respondent has on file with this Court. All mailed
and electronic communications have been returned as undeliverable. The respondent has failed to
file his answer and is in willful defiance of this Court’s order. -1- Accordingly, it is ordered that the
respondent, Jesse W. Duarte, is suspended from engaging in the practice of law in this state,
effective immediately, and until further order of this Court. Entered as an Order of this Court this
30th day of April 2026. By Order, /s/ Meredith A. Benoit Clerk -2-
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