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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Eastern District of California construed Plaintiff Frankie
Weisner’s filing as a notice of voluntary dismissal under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 41(a)(1)(A)
(i). Because no defendant had served an answer or motion for summary judgment, the court dismissed
the action without prejudice and directed the Clerk to close the case.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Plaintiff's filing should be construed as a notice of voluntary dismissal under Federal Rule of
Civil Procedure 41(a)(1)(A)(i).



2. Whether the action should be dismissed without prejudice and terminated.

HOLDINGS

1. A plaintiff may voluntarily dismiss an action without a court order by filing a notice of dismissal before
the opposing party serves an answer or motion for summary judgment; Plaintiff's filing was properly
construed as such a notice.

2. The action was dismissed without prejudice and terminated upon Plaintiff's voluntary dismissal.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The Court construes these filings as a notice of voluntary dismissal without prejudice under Federal Rule of
Civil Procedure 41(a)(1)(A)(i), which permits a Plaintiff to dismiss an action without a court order by filing
“a notice of dismissal before the opposing party serves either an answer or a motion for summary
judgment.”” (at 1)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Plaintiff Frankie Weisner is incarcerated and brought this action under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 while proceeding pro se
and in forma pauperis. On September 8, 2025, he filed a notice stating that he voluntarily sought dismissal of the
First Amended Complaint. No defendant had served an answer or motion for summary judgment.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Frankie Weisner, an incarcerated plaintiff proceeding pro se and in forma pauperis, filed this § 1983 action. He
later filed a notice stating his intention to voluntarily dismiss the First Amended Complaint. The court construed
the filing as a notice of voluntary dismissal under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 41(a)(1)(A)(i), terminated the
action without prejudice, and directed the Clerk to close the case.
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